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News Of Nurseries & Roses 
 

EuroDesert Roses — Rises . . . 
 

In the summer, we received word that EuroDesert Roses, located in Mo-
rongo Valley, CA, was closing its virtual doors.  In the EuroDesert collection 
and garden, Gold Coast Member Cliff Orent has assembled a world-class treas-
ure of roses, some old, some new, all rare, and mostly unique in the United 
States.  Aside from concern for Cliff himself, the nursery’s closing called to 
question the survival of this collection.   

In September, Cliff issued this remarkably frank statement 
regarding the present and future of EuroDesert: 

(Bold Face type is ours, for emphasis): 

“Like the Phoenix, the mythical bird that lived for hundreds of years 
and at the end of its life cycle was said to rise again from the ashes against 
all odds, in an unexpected turn of events EuroDesert Roses is reopening for 
the fall 2010 season 

We received hundreds of emails from our customers and friends with incredibly 
thoughtful  messages of support and many of these strongly urged us to reconsider our 
decision to close.  During the past month we have explored the possibility of selling to 
another nursery our inventory of nursery plants along with our "mother plants" from 
which cuttings are taken for propagation.  Serious discussions were held with a few 
nurseries and we wish to express our sincere gratitude to them for the time and effort 
that went into the evaluation of our existing inventory and future pipeline.  But in the 
final analysis, we did not feel that the offers we received reflected the value that we 
have created in our portfolio of rare and unusual roses.  

With over 65 new roses ready to be introduced immediately for fall shipping and 
more to come soon, we have therefore decided to take the somewhat unorthodox action 
of reversing our decision to close. Orders are again being accepted on our website for 
shipping in the coming weeks.  And for those of you who live in colder parts of the 
country, we will be pleased to hold your orders for shipping in the spring.  Click on 
"New" from the menu on the left side of the home page to view our new roses for this 
season and place your orders. Please note that many of our roses are available in very 
limited quantities. 

However, we did not make the decision to close lightly, and whether we will be 
around for the longer-term will depend upon our ability to operate profitably.  We are 
implementing a number of measures aimed at reducing our costs and streamlining cer-
tain aspects of our operation, thereby increasing our chances for success.  We ask all of 
you to please help spread the word we are re-opening via any means you know how like 
forums, Facebook, twitter etc.  The broader our customer base the more orders we will 
receive and that of course is an important part of our continued success. 

· Volunteers  - We hope to increase the number of volunteers who are able to assist us 
in various aspects of the operation of the nursery, from starting cuttings for propa-
gation to packing orders for shipping and many activities in-between.  Ideally, we 
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would like to find individuals who are able to commit to certain hours or days on a 
fairly routine basis.  If you are interested in volunteering, please let us know.  And 
as an incentive, our volunteers find that roses have a way of finding their way 
home with the them from time to time. 

· Packing/Shipping - We've been called the "Rolls-Royce of rose nurseries" when it 
comes to the care that goes into the packing of our roses for shipping.  We're de-
lighted with this reputation, but there are costs associated with our packing mate-
rials and procedures that until now we've not passed on to our customers.  We are 
implementing a nominal charge of $5.00 per order to help cover these costs. 

· Customer Service and Orders - Our customers have been and remain our number 
one priority. While the great majority of our customers place their orders on our 
website, which streamlines the process for us tremendously, a small number of 
loyal customers still prefer to order by email. I am the only one who interacts with 
customers on orders and general inquiries, and it often takes numerous emails 
back and forth followed by manual entering of the order, updating of inventory, 
etc. to accomplish what our web site is designed to do automatically.  Network 
Solutions and their Merchant Accounts Group, is one of the leading website pro-
viders in the country, with extremely sophisticated and secure procedures to pro-
tect your credit card information.  Please place your orders on the web site.  If we 
continue to receive orders by email that divert time and focus from the other things 
that need to get done, we may have to implement stricter policies, which we prefer 
not to do unless absolutely necessary. Until such time as we can afford to hire 
additional customer service individuals, we ask for your understanding if we aren't 
able to respond as quickly as we've done in the past.  Also, please read the check-
out questions carefully and answer them as fully as possible.  Although we try to 
keep our inventory as current as possible, we ask that you please provide alter-
nates in the event that a rose  you've ordered has just sold out.  If you do not pro-
vide an alternate for a sold out variety, we will remove the sold out rose from your 
order and issue a refund to your credit card.  Kindly do not ask us to email you 
asking for alternates if a rose is sold out, as the back and forth of emails can take a 
considerable amount of time. 

· EuroDesert Rose Garden - In order to reduce costs associated with the mainte-
nance of the EuroDesert Rose Garden, we will move forward with our plan to 
significantly reduce the size of the garden and will focus on roses imported from 
Europe and certain other varieties which we have offered for sale.  Because our 
time and energies over the coming weeks must now be directed toward the nursery, 
we will postpone most of the major downsizing activities in the garden until the 
quieter months of winter with the goal of having this completed before the onset of 
our hot spring and summer months in 2011.  This should allow us to go into the 
summer with greatly reduced irrigation needs, thereby lowering the very high 
electric bills associated with the running of our pumps to power the irrigation 
system during the hottest months of the year. 

· Propagation of Current and Future Varieties - In order to be able to continue to 
offer as many new varieties as possible, it will not be possible for us to offer all 
varieties each season.  And we will likely have to reduce the number of plants that 
we propagate of a given variety for a particular season.  So if you see something of 
interest, please place your order quickly to avoid disappointment.   
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· Collaborations and licenses - We have recently entered into a number of collabora-
tions and license agreements which enable us to offer many exciting varie-
ties.  Some of these include: 

So we invite you to have a look at our most exciting season of rose offerings to 
date and to continue our journey of exploration with us.  Again, just check on 
"New"  from the menu on the left side of our home page and be sure to visit all three 
pages of new offerings for this season. 

Sincerely, Cliff Orent !  

������
Editorial . . .  Editorial . . .  Editorial . . .  Jeri JenningsJeri JenningsJeri Jennings   

I don’t want to beat a dead horse, but the truth is that if we don't support 
our good rose nurseries, we’re going to lose them — as we’ve already lost far 
too many.  Jackson & Perkins is gone.  Weeks has problems arising out of 
J&P’s demise.  Let’s not lose EuroDesert, Vintage Gardens, Rogue Valley 
Roses, Antique Rose Emporium, Roses Unlimited . . .   

As the song says “Don't it always seem to go That you don't 
know what you've got Till it's gone . . . ”1.    

If you don’t have room in your garden for another rose, think about donat-
ing something rare to the collections of the San Jose Heritage Rose Garden or 
the Sacramento City Cemetery.  Even the Stagecoach Inn’s Heritage Rose Gar-
den might be a fine place for something rare, that’s not already in the collec-
tion 2.   

Check with the garden of your choice, first, but the gift of just one rare 
rose for any of these gardens might make a worthy Christmas Present to the 
future of roses. 

FOR MORE ON ROSE NURSERIES,FOR MORE ON ROSE NURSERIES,FOR MORE ON ROSE NURSERIES,   
CONTINUE TO PAGE 20CONTINUE TO PAGE 20CONTINUE TO PAGE 20   

��a broad patent license agreement with Weeks Roses to allow us to offer not 
only some of the exciting new roses coming from Weeks, but also some of the 
older varieties that are no longer available, but still under patent  

��a collaboration with representatives of Gergely Mark (Hungary) which will 
hopefully enable us to introduce many of the Mark roses which have until 
now been unavailable in North America 

 ��Agreements with a number of North American rose breeders whose exciting 
new varieties we hope to introduce over the coming seasons, including John 
Bagnasco (U.S.) and Brad Jalbert (Canada), among others. 

1. “Big Yellow Taxi” Joni Mitchell 
2. Contact Ventura County Rose Society, c/o Jim Delahanty, email: 

<jjjzdelahanty@earthlink.net 



 

 

And Other China Roses 
      Elisabeth Stober, born in Germany, died in Sacra-
mento, California in 1881, aged 87 years of age.  She 
was laid to rest by her children, in the Sacramento 

20th-Century horticultural re-birth. 

We try not to make assumptions where old plants are concerned, but we’ll 
take the risk in this case of presuming that Elisabeth’s China Rose was planted 
either by her children, (her tombstone says “MOTHER”) or at their direction, 
or by someone else who knew her, in her time.  The rose could have come 
from Elisabeth’s own garden, or that of a friend, or from a nursery, such as 
A.P. Smith’s.  Whatever its source, the vigor of this old China Rose is not open 
to doubt. 

City Cemetery, where her grave is marked by a fine 
marble headstone and a particularly beautiful red 
China Rose.   

Elisabeth’s rose flourishes today, one of a hand-
ful of “Legacy” plants, which survived the long years 
of neglect and drought which preceded the cemetery’s “Elisabeth’s China” 
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A very large flat stump 
provides evidence that, at some 
point, Elisabeth’s rose was cut 
to the ground.  With true China 
tenacity, the old plant grew 
back, to again drape gracefully 
around Elisabeth’s marble 
headstone. 

In general, “Elisabeth’s 
China” is of the type of ‘Louis 
Phillipe,’ or ‘Cramoisi Su-
perieur,’ with more petals than 
the simpler “White Pearl In 
Red Dragon’s Mouth,” or 
“Magnolia Cemetery China.”  
The color is a deep, rich red. 

The characteristic that makes “Elisabeth’s China” stand out is its extraor-
dinary fragrance.   

Bury your nose in a bloom — watch out for honeybees! Breath in an ex-
traordinarily rich fragrance that’s a blend of sweet, ripe, summer fruit with just 
a hint of spice.  Once experienced, the fragrance will draw you back, over and 
over, so it’s fortunate that “Elisabeth’s China” blooms with typical China 
continuity, and in typical China quantity. 

“Elisabeth’s China” is not in commerce, but is often available during 
Sacramento City Cemetery Open Gardens and plant sales.  For our central 
coast area, this lady is proving to be an excellent garden rose, with the bonus of 
an interesting history.  If you have an opportunity to do so, add “Elisabeth’s 
China” to your garden, for your own pleasure, and to and help to assure its 
survival through the 21st Century. 

 
Another Star In The Red China Pantheon 

‘Miss Lowe’s Variety’ 
    A delightful, typically-China rose, very well-suited to California gar-

dens.   

    After growing the two side-by-side, I must agree that the rose in 
commerce here and there as either “Bengal Fire” or “Bengal Crimson” is 
identical to the rose in commerce as ‘Miss Lowe’s Variety.’  Of its actual ori-
gins, there are apparently various theories — and that has been true for a good 
100 years. 

Leonie Bell wrote of ‘Miss Lowe’s Variety’, calling it “'Miss Lowe's 
Crimson China’”, and judging it to be “close to the wild R. chinensis. Listed 
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as 1887 but much older.”   Though it is ad-
mired, and written-of often, there seems to be 
little or no published information about the 
origins of this dependable beauty — though it 
is not-infrequently mentioned as being a 
“found” rose. 

In 1908, an article in “The Garden” read in 
part:  “R. indica, of which there appears to be 
many forms.  One is the parent of most of the 
old Monthly or China Roses; another, a 
large single pink . . .  Then a beautiful vari-
ety is the crimson sometimes known as Miss 

Lowe’s variety or sanguine; this I think is a type, and not a garden variety like 
the one known as Miss Wilmott, which is single and of a distinct copper color.  
These are all known as Rosa indica, and I have no doubt that there are more. . 
. . ”  —  “The Garden” An Illustrated Weekly Journal of Horticulture, Vol. 72, 1908 

In my coastal climate, ‘Miss Lowe’s Variety’ is as dependably disease-free 
as it is possible for a rose to be.  A prolific continuous-bloomer, its growth habit 
has been compared here and there to that of ‘Mutabilis’ and I have seen photo-
graphs of a mature plant topping 8 floriferous feet, in an Italian garden. 

Hidden Treasures 
Fred Boutin once remarked that he found “new” discoveries in some of the 

old cemeteries, even after many visits.  Plants can surprise you. 

     An old ‘Archduke Charles’ “appeared” (as these things sometimes do) 
in a part of the old Sacramento City 
Cemetery which is not part of the 
“official” rose garden.     

    With ample new growth springing 
up from a massive-but-seemingly-
dead stump, this un-recorded beauty 
joins near neighbors, “Elisabeth’s 
China” and ‘Aimee Vibert,’ to form 
an impromptu “Rose Garden An-
nex.”   

    With the old stump attesting to 
considerable age, this plant appears 
to be (like “Elisabeth’s China” and 
‘Aimee Vibert,’) a “Legacy” rose — 
one planted during the cemetery’s 
early days, when families vied for the 
finest floral display on their plots.  
Dates of burials in the plot point the 

‘Miss Lowe’s Variety’ 
(‘Sanguinea’  “Bengal Fire”) 
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way to a possible age for the “Drew Plot Archduke Charles.”  A hasty look at 
the central monument in the large family plot where it grows indicates burials in 
1887, 1888, and 1911.  ‘Archduke Charles’ was introduced in France in 1825, 
and was available in 19th-Century California nurseries.  It seems to have been a 
big favorite, for it’s found in many older California locations, but in the Sacra-
mento Cemetery, it’s the first “Legacy” example of this rose to be found.  (It’s 
pleasing, isn’t it, to think that other such treasures may yet be found in the Old 
Sacramento City Cemetery?) 

    ‘Archduke Charles’ deserved its popularity.  Today, it’s available from 
most good specialty nurseries, and will remain so — unless we lose the nurseries.  
There are just as many reasons to plant it today as there were in 1888, and it’s 
just as good in Southern California as it is in North-Central California — gener-
ous of bloom, fragrant, and disease-resistant. 

If ‘Archduke Charles’ isn’t in your garden, why not add it?  Order from 
either Vintage Gardens or Rogue Valley Roses.   

 

Explore http://www.vintagegardens.com/index.html 
And http://www.roguevalleyroses.com/home.php 

“Malespina/Grenitta” Plot 
There seems to be some mild confusion over whether this rose was collected 

on the Malespina family plot, or the Grenitta Family Plot, but there’s no mistak-
ing the rose, where it flaunts itself in the Historic Rose Garden of The Sacra-
mento City Cemetery.   

A lovely, healthy, round mound of a plant, it is almost always in flower, 
ready to put the visitor in a cheerful frame of mind.  No, this is not a rose whose 



 

 

‘Licorice Tea’ 
The name is intriguing, but the lovely yellow 
bloom is just as tempting.  Look here! 

I ran across ‘Licorice Tea’ in a post by 
Lance Norton (Washington State) on the 
Gardenweb Antique Rose Forum.  When 
Lance said this beauty came from Paul 
Barden, and that it was bred from ‘Mons. 
Tillier’ and ‘Lillian Austin,’ and available 
from Rogue Valley Roses, I was even more 
interested.  Here’s what I learned about 
‘Licorice Tea’:    

“The charming soft yellow blooms have an 
intense fragrance of Licorice/Anise and Old 
Rose. The blooms come in clusters of three to 
seven, and, when the rose is newly planted, 

break at the branch tips. On the second blooming, laterals break at many of the 
leaf axils, increasing the display significantly on all later flushes. Licorice Tea 
makes an excellent specimen shrub or it can be trained on a support. It can also 
be grown in a large container if required. Arching growth is to 6x6 feet in the 
garden. There are few thorns. Foliage is dark green, semi-glossy. Disease resis-
tance is good, but will vary according to climate stresses. Licorice Tea joins Won 
Fang Yon as another outstanding modern day addition to the class of Tea roses.” 

How could I resist it?  (I couldn’t.  We ordered it!)        

http://www.roguevalleyroses.com/home.php 

‘Licorice Tea’ Photo Courtesy of Mr. Paul Barden  

sole bloom on a long straight stem will cause 
the hearts of rose judges to beat faster, but if 
you want a dependable landscape rose to make 
your garden colorful in all seasons, 
“Malespina/Grenitta” is the rose for you. 
We’ve had young cuttings growing here for a 
few months.  It’s been a terribly difficult year 
for roses — one that’s really separated the 
sheep from the goats (to be a bit biblical) and 
the leaves on these young plants are simply 
flawless. 

“Malespina/Grenitta” is not presently in commerce, but should soon be 
added to the San Jose Heritage Rose Garden.  This is one to watch for in future 
rose sales, either at the Cemetery, or the Heritage. 
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Oct. 2, 2010 — It Was The First Annual 
San Jose Heritage Rose Garden 

Open Garden and Rose Sale 

The First Annual 
Fall Open Garden at the 
famous San Jose Heri-
tage Rose Garden (San 
Jose, CA) was held on 
Saturday, October 2.   

Following on the heels of an unseasonable state-wide heat wave, Open 
Garden morning dawned foggy, clearing to gentle sunshine, for a perfect gar-
den day. 

Garden volunteers offered a tempting selection of own-root roses, propa-
gated for the most part from the Heritage’s collection.  As the day moved on, 
the emphasis moved from buying to education, with a selection of interesting 
talks on a variety of rose topics (many offered by Gold Coast members). 

Cass Bernstein led off with a fascinating discussion of rose hips, centering 
for the most part on the bountiful hips produced by a variety of Species roses.  
Hands-down, this was MY favorite talk, and I’d love to hear it done again.  I 
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could probably sit through this one three more times. 

Clay Jennings offered a discussion of the art of selecting and preparing 
rose cuttings for propagation — followed by Janelle Michel’s overview of rose 
propagation from cuttings, using the popular “Terrarium” method. 

If you have been wishing for more success in propagating rare and found 
roses, this is the talk you SHOULD have heard.  Thank goodness, Janelle re-
peats this talk, periodically, at the Old Sacramento City Cemetery.  This is an-
other talk I could hear again and again. 

If you think we were having fun, in addition to learning more about roses,  

—  Continued on Pg. 10 
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‘Linda Campbell’ 
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you would be correct. 

The final talk of 
the day was delivered 
by Brian Debasitis, 
the man who has been 
working to correct 
soils problems which 
were plaguing the San 
Jose Heritage Rose 
Garden.   

Though the pri-
mary focus of this talk 
was to have been aer-

ated compost tea, Brian’s talk ranged further, exploring the effects of fertiliz-
ers, water-quality, and more.  THIS talk is worthy of a longer slot of time, and 
I hope Debasitis can be persuaded to take part in some future seminar. 

It was a fine thing to see the garden in good color, in the Fall, and despite 
the recent heat wave.  It was a fine thing to see other “rose folks”  — other 
Gold Coast members, and more.  It was a find beginning to what we hope will 
become a Fall tradition, and we’re already looking forward to Fall, 2011. 
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Friends of  Sequoia Nursery 
To Gather 

Ralph Moore’s wonderful Sequoia Nursery is a memory, 
now.  But many of us hold happy memories of visits to 

that magical place. 

'Friends of Sequoia'  will meet in Visalia on January 8, 
2011, to celebrate long-time friendships, and memories.  
The gathering will take place from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. on 

January 8. 

 For further information, write Jim Delahanty at:  

jjjzdelahanty@earthlink.net 

—  Open Garden Report, cont. from Pg. 9 

—  Continued on Page 18 
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Great Rosarians Of The World 
Announces The 2011 Honoree: 

Ruth Knopf 
Dedicated Collector and Conservator Of 

Tea & Noisette Roses 
Of The Southern United States 

 

G.R.O.W. West Will Be Held At  
THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY, ART COLLECTIONS,  

AND BOTANICAL GARDENS  
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA 91108  

Sat. & Sun., Jan. 22 & 23, 2011 
 

To Register:  $50.  and for more information,  
see the GROW-WEST Page, at: 

http://www.greatrosarians.com/growwest.html 
Or Contact Clair Martin At: 

Phone:  626.405.3507  
Or Email cmartin@huntington.org 

 

SEE THE WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
ON PAGE 12 

 

MARK THE DATE NOW —  And Register! 
MONITOR THE GROW WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

http://www.greatrosarians.com/ 
 

YES! We’re ALL Going! 
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GREAT ROSARIANS 
OF THE WORLD VI 

COMPLETE WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY, JAN. 22:   
TEACHING GREENHOUSE, THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY,  

ART COLLECTIONS, & BOTANICAL GARDENS 
 

12:00 P.M. WORKSHOP 1:   COMPOSTING & MULCH 
 

2:00 PM  WORKSHOP 2:  
TRANSITIONING TO A SUSTAINABLE ROSE GARDEN: 

GIVING UP THE CHEMICALS  
 

6:00 P.M.:  GREAT ROSARIANS OF THE WORLD VI  
BANQUET 

 

SUNDAY, JAN. 23:   
FRIENDS HALL, THE HUNGTINGON LIBRARY,  

ART COLLECTIONS, & BOTANICAL GARDENS 
 

9:00 AM  REGISTRATION, FRIENDS’ HALL 

9:30 AM  PROGRAM: GREGG LOWERY,  
PROPRIETOR VINTAGE GARDENS, SEBASTOPOL, CA 

10:30 AM PROGRAM:  PETER KUKIELSKI,  
THE PEGGY ROCKEFELLER ROSE GARDEN,  

THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 

11:45 AM LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 

1:15 PM:  BOOK SIGNING:  
THE SUSTAINABLE ROSE GARDEN: A READER IN ROSE CULTURE 

GENE WAERING, EDITOR 

2:00 P.M. PROGRAM  RUTH KNOPF 
G.R.O.W. VI HONOREE 

3:30 P.M. — RECEPTION 
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An Opportunity To Meet 

Ruth Knopf 
 

Probably the nation’s foremost authority on Noisette Roses (so well-
suited to California gardens!) South Carolina’s Ruth Knopf is an internation-
ally recognized collector, writer and lecturer on old roses. 

Known for collecting and preserving old roses of  the South-East, Ms. 
Knopf serves as horticulturist at the 1743 Boone Hall Plantation Gardens in 
Charleston, where she designed and planted the rose gardens blending Old 
Roses with  centuries-old serpentine brick walls and pathways, among beds of 
camellias and azaleas.   

Making use of the Old Roses best-suited to the site, meant extensive 
use of Tea Roses and —  particularly — of Noisette Roses — the latter class of 
roses “born” in Charleston, S.C.  It is these warm-climate roses about which 
we want to hear. 

Be swift to sign up for the event, for this is a rare opportunity to learn 
more about some of the best rose choices for our own gardens — from the lady 
who knows them best. 

Be There Or Be Square! 

“Benny Lopez” 
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SSSACRAMENTOACRAMENTOACRAMENTO   CCCITYITYITY   CCCEMETERYEMETERYEMETERY   
HHHERITAGEERITAGEERITAGE   RRROSEOSEOSE   GGGARDENARDENARDEN   

EEEVENTSVENTSVENTS   
In The Rose Garden, 1000 Broadway, Sacramento, CA 

 

November 20, 2010  Garden Tour: 
"FALL COLOR IN THE CEMETERY" 

10 a.m. Cemetery Entrance 
 

PRUNING CLASSES 
ORIENTED TO OLD ROSES — HELD IN THE 

HERITAGE ROSE GARDEN 
IN THE HISTORIC SACRAMENTO CITY CEMETERY 

10 A.M., DEC. 11, 2010 & JAN. 8, 2011 
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CALIFORNIA COASTAL ROSE SOCIETY 10TH ANNUAL 

Rare & Unusual Rose Plant Auction 
Sun. Nov. 14, 2010 

Harding Community Ctr, 3096 Harding St, Carlsbad, CA. 
 

Schedule:  The Silent Auction opens for bids at 11:00 am. Bid sheets are col-
lected at 1:15 pm. (For complete details contact CCRS.) 
Live Auction begins: 1:45 pm.  Accounts settled with cash or check only. 

(For complete details contact CCRS.) 
Proxy bidders:  CCRS will provide proxy Bidders both for members unable to attend 
and for non- members who wish to bid via the Internet.  Internet Bidders must send their 
list to the Webmaster by November 13, 2010 (11/13/2010) at noon. Bids arriving after 
this time will not be honored by CCRS. Decision of the Webmaster as to timeliness of bid 
submission is final. Until you receive an e-mail confirmation of your bid from the web-
master, it will not be considered a valid CCRS Auction offer. 

Delivery of plants to bidders not physically present:  CCRS Members 
MUST arrange to have their plants removed by an agent of their choosing at the end of 
the Auction after their account is settled; 

MORE INFO:  CONTACT CALIFORNIA COASTAL ROSE SOC. 
http://www.californiacoastalrose.com/CCRS_Home.html 

FFFREEREEREE      
RRROSEOSEOSE   PPPRUNINGRUNINGRUNING   CCCLASSESLASSESLASSES   

IN THE WORLD-FAMOUS 

SAN JOSE HERITAGE ROSE GARDEN 
Spring and Taylor Streets, San Jose, California   

http://www.heritageroses.us/index.html 
9 A.M. ‘Til Noon, Every Weds. & Saturday, Jan. thru Mid-Feb. 

 

Contact Lucy Perez at (408) 298-7657, or just show up Park free on 
Taylor Street or in the parking lot on Seymour Street. 

Our expert rosarians will demonstrate.  Then, you will, with supervi-
sion, prune several roses.  Hands-on experience builds confidence.   

If you get home and still don't feel confident with some of your roses, 
come back for another lesson.  Lessons can also cover other aspects of 

rose care in the Santa Clara Valley and the San Francisco Penin-
sula.  We’ll loan you bypass shears and leather gloves.  
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FFFREEREEREE   ———   OOOLDLDLD   GGGARDENARDENARDEN   RRROSEOSEOSE   

PPPRUNINGRUNINGRUNING   CCCLASSLASSLASS   
IN THE 

STAGECOACH INN HERITAGE ROSE GARDEN 
51 South Ventu Park Rd ~ Newbury Park, CA 91320  

SAT., JAN. 15, 2011 
9:00 A.M. 

(RAIN DATE:  SAT., JAN. 22) 
SPONSORED BY THE GOLD COAST HERITAGE ROSES GROUP 

AND THE 
VENTURA COUNTY ROSE SOCIETY 

 

FOR MORE INFO, EMAIL: 
JERI JENNINGS — heritageroses@gmail.com 

JIM DELAHANTY — jjjzdelahanty@earthlink.net 
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Have you seen these in your garden, and wondered what they were?  Kim 
Rupert spotted these interesting constructions, photographed them, and submit-
ted them for identification to entomologist/rosarian Baldo Villegas.  Baldo 
identified them as Katydid eggs.  BAD BUG.   

Katydids are of the family Tettigoniidae are sometimes called “Long-
Horned Grasshoppers.”  They’re often mistaken for grasshoppers (though 
they’re actually more closely related to crickets).  Identify them by their anten-
nae, which may exceed their body length.  (Real grasshoppers always have 
short, stubby antennae.)  They are often colored leaf-green, as camouflage, 
though there are many species of Tettigoniidae, and some are even pink! 

Though some species are predatory, and will eat other insects, each other, 
and even small lizards, Katydids found among your roses are PROBABLY 
eating your roses — aiming for leaves, buds, even bark of plants. 

If you find eggs like these during your winter pruning and cleanup, dis-
pose of them immediately.  Every Katydid egg destroyed is one that won’t 
hatch out and eat your roses. 

Our thanks to Kim Rupert for the photos, and the information. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW 
THE VENTURA COUNTY 

ROSE SOCIETY 

ROSE AUCTIONROSE AUCTIONROSE AUCTION   
WILL BE HELD ON 

MARCH 12, 2011MARCH 12, 2011MARCH 12, 2011   
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San Jose Heritage Rose Garden 
Open Garden and Rose Sale 
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Photo Courtesy of David Giroux 



 

 

 

20 

San Jose Heritage Rose Garden 
Open Garden and Rose Sale 

Photo Courtesy of David Giroux 

Photo Courtesy of David Giroux 
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News News News Of Of Of NurseriesNurseriesNurseries   
& & & RosesRosesRoses   

 

Back in April, 2010, Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Inc., Park Seed Wholesale 
Co., and Jackson & Perkins Co. filed Chapter 11 Bankruptcy.    Not long after, 
Weeks Roses inked an agreement to market the J&P crops already in the fields 
— including the 2011 AARS Award-Winner, ‘Walking On Sunshine.’    

I saw this yellow This yellow Floribunda several years ago, at J&P’s re-
search facility, in Somis, and liked it very much.  Decorative bloom form, good 
foliage, and an anise fragrance.  It’s another winner for hybridizer Keith Zary, 
and we note sadly that he has now resigned from J&P.    

Not long after the announcement of the 2011 AARS winners, it was an-
nounced that the non-profit All-America Rose Selections itself was ending 
operations after 70 years.  There are simply no longer enough rose American 
rose producers to enable a valid testing process.   

We were glad to hear that Weeks Roses inked an agreement to market the 
final J&P crops, then horrified to learn that the J&P bankruptcy had affected 
Weeks as well.  Now, Weeks itself has declared Chapter 11 Bankruptcy.   

As bad as that sounds, we think Weeks can weather this storm.  They’re  
still in operation, still creating, growing, and selling roses, and the company 
plans to stay that way.  

“Current Market Conditions” 
One of the triggers cited for the failure of so many nurseries is “Current 

Market Conditions.”  The term covers includes a shaky world and national 
economy, in which folks are pulling in their belts, and putting a zipper on their 
wallets.  Maybe it even includes a public loss of interest in roses.  We’re not 
losing Weeks or Euro-Desert Roses — (see Pg. 1) but we have lost far too 
many producers and growers of wonderful roses, and more than a few roses 
may disappear in the process.   

You can’t fix the economy, but please — buy, if you can , at least one new 
rose.  You’ll have done your part, and lit a candle against the darkness.  
Enough candles lit can make a very lovely light. 

Support your favorite nurseries while you can. 

“Don't it always seem to go That you don't know what 
you've got Till it's gone . . . ”1.  

 

1. “Big Yellow Taxi” Joni Mitchell 
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Sacramento City Cemetery 

Historic Rose Garden 

They’re sold out for this year, but let’s make plans for the 2011 “Lantern Tours” — 
when costumed docents act out the history of this wonderful place  — They’re held 

on the last two Fridays and Saturdays in October 

http://www.oldcitycemetery.com/ 

Fall’s Fine In The Old Cemetery 
Join Anita Clevenger’s Fall Tour: 

AUTUMN COLOR IN THE CEMETERY 
Sat., Nov. 20, 10 a.m. 

 

Info:  http://www.oldcitycemetery.com/FallColorTour.htm 
Or Call 

(916) 448-0811  

Judy Eitzen “Channels” Margaret Crocker 



 

 

‘Mutabilis’ 
In The Sacramento City Cemetery — October, 2010 

 

Pg. 23 


