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Anita Clevenger
Rose Garden Manager

‘La France’ (HT, Guillot, France, 1867) In The Historic Rose Garden, Oct. 2012

BOY!  AM I EVER GLAD that I was able to attend the rose preservation 
seminar, held this past October, in Sacramento.  (I wish gasoline had not been 
selling at record-busting prices at the time — but SO glad we did not let that 
discourage us from attending. ) 

The weekend began with time spent in the His-
toric Rose Garden on Friday, Oct. 12.

Having spent Thursday night in Bakersfield, we 
arrived early enough to spend time wandering 
through the garden, taking photos.

For me, the big ‘La France’ which greets arriv-
ing visitors to the garden set the tone for the visit.  
In full bloom for the occasion, it made a case for a 
‘La France’ in every garden.

Friday evening was devoted to a “meet and 
greet” with wine and hors d'oeuvres in the cemetery.  
That was followed by a Lantern-Light Tour, featur-
ing “introductions” to some of the more interesting, 
famous (and infamous) “residents.”

(I must pause, here, to say that such tours are a 
regular late-fall offering — and one heck of a great 
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show.  If you have not attended a Sacramento Cemetery Lantern Light Tour, 
put it on your calendar for Fall, 2013.)

Another evening highlight was the chance to meet face-to-face with many 

rose folks I’ve formerly known only via the 
Internet, and to find that I liked them just as 
much in person as I do in text.  :-)

The actual seminar got under way 
promptly, on Saturday morning.  I’ve attend-
ed many Seminars, covering many aspects of 
Roses — and particularly Old Roses.  This 
has to rank among the very best.  

(The only competition in my mind is a 
seminar arranged by HRG Board Member 
Alice Flores, a few years back, in Petaluma.)  

ALL of the talks were excellent — and 
the fellowship among the group was the 
cherry on this ice-cream-Sunday of a day.  

‘Mme. Goubault’ (Tea, France, 1834, Maurice Goubault) Found, Attribution Questioned.  
In The Historic Rose Garden, Oct. 2012

“Cheshire Red,” Found Red China — Continued, Page 9
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— Dorothy Parker

THE WINTER SOLSTICE
On December 21, the sun reached its most southerly declination of -23.5 

degrees — when the North Pole is tilted 23.5 degrees away from the sun. On 
that date, all places above a latitude of 66.5 degrees north (Arctic Polar Circle) 
were in darkness, while locations below a latitude of 66.5 degrees south 
(Antarctic Polar Circle) received 24 hours of daylight. 

The December solstice has played an important role the lives of many 
people in ancient times. Our world is still influenced by various traditions 
linked to the observance of the December solstice.  

In our northern hemisphere, the December solstice occurs during the cold-
est season of the year. Although winter was regarded as the season of dorman-
cy, darkness and cold, the coming of lighter days after the winter solstice 
brought on a more festive mood. To many people, this return of the light was a 
reason to celebrate that nature’s cycle was continuing. 

In modern times Christians all over the world celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ on Christmas, which falls on December 25. However, it is believed that 
this date was chosen to offset pagan celebrations of Saturnalia and Natalis 
Invicti. Some believe that celebrating the birth of the “true light of the world” 
was set in synchronization with the December solstice because from that point 
onwards, the days began to have more daylight in the northern hemisphere.

Christmas is also referred to as Yule, which may have derived from the 
Norse word jól, referring to the pre-Christian winter solstice festival. Yule is 
also known as Alban Arthan and was one of the “Lesser Sabbats” of the Wic-
can year in a time when ancient believers celebrated the rebirth of the Sun God 
and days with more light. This took place annually around the time of the De-
cember solstice and lasted for 12 days. (The Lesser Sabbats fall on the solstices 
and equinoxes.)

The Feast of Juul was a pre-Christian festival observed in Scandinavia at 
the time of the December solstice. Fires were lit to symbolize the heat, light 
and life-giving properties of the returning sun. A Yule or Juul log was brought 
in and burned on the hearth in honor of the Scandinavian god Thor.

Some who have studied the ancient Mayan Calendar predicted that this 
Solstice would mark the end of our age.  If you are reading this, you know that 
their worst fears were not realized.

— Continued on Page 5
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― Dorothy Parker 

— Solstice, Cont. From Page 4

Instead, as rose gardeners, we observe the turning of the season by pruning 
away old and damaged canes, and preparing our plants for the bright days of 
spring.

In Southern California, we may also plant roses in this season — and we 
hope for generous winter rain to offset the eternal sunshine of our spring and 
summer seasons.   

Having survived into this Age, we can with confidence look forward to the 
coming of the SPRING Solstice, or March Equinox, which will be celebrated 
at 11:02 a.m. on March 20 — when the length of our day and our night are 
(more or less) equal.  

Like the Winter Solstice, the Spring Solstice has traditionally been a time 
of festivals.  Passover and Easter come of course to mind, but most ancient 
cultures celebrated this time.  For Pagans, it is the moon of Mabon, which cele-
brates a time of harvest, and reminds us to prepare for the next dark season.  

“Secret Garden Musk Climber”  
On “A winter's day, In a deep and dark December . . . ” 
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T  H  E    H  U  N  T  I  N  G T  O  N    
LIBRARY, ART COLLECTIONS, 

& BOTANICAL GARDENS
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, California  91108

PresentsPresents

Great Rosarians Great Rosarians of the of the World 13World 13
Saturday, 2 February 2013, 1:00 pm,

Friends’ Hall � Reception to follow

For 2013, The Huntington will be honoring:

Dr. Malcolm Manners of Southern Florida College for his 
work promoting Old Garden Roses and educating gardeners on their 
use in the home garden, as well as his research on Rose Mosaic Vi-
rus.
In both areas, Dr. Manners has done yeoman work on our behalf, 
contributing to the availability of and access to — not only Old Ros-
es, but healthy Old Roses.  As icing on the cake, Dr. Manners is a 
terrific speaker, and a fun guy to talk to.

Dr. Walter H. Lewis, senior botanist at Missouri Botanical 
Garden and Professor Emeritus at George Washington University 
for his work on species roses

So — How could we go wrong?  A day spent at the Huntington, in 
the best of company — and a chance to learn more about the roses 
we love.  And all for just $10.00!!

SEE Registration Information, Page 7

SEE PAGE 7SEE PAGE 7
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T  H  E    H  U  N  T  I  N  G T  O  N    
LIBRARY, ART COLLECTIONS, 

& BOTANICAL GARDENS
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, California  91108

Registration:  $10.00
Send registration form and a check (payable to The Hunting-

ton) or credit card information to:

GROW 13:  Huntington Botanical Gardens
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA 91108

(626) 405-3504   (626) 405-3501 FAX

Name(s)________________________________________________
___________________________-___________________________
Affiliation______________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone_________________________________________________
Email__________________________________________________
Total enclosed___________________________________________
Credit card #___________________________________________

“The two most beautiful words in the English
language are ‘check enclosed.’ ”  

— Dorothy Parker

SEND DUES (Digital Format � $10.00, PRINT Format � $12.00)
To: Gold Coast HRG, %Clay Jennings

22 Gypsy Lane, Camarillo, CA 93010-1320
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Book Review by Jim Delahanty:

The Care and Handling of 
Roses with Thorns

By Margaret Dilloway

(New York: G. P. Putnam’s, 2012.)  356 pages. List Price: $26.95. Used: 
$4.74 to $10.78 (plus shipping).      Kindle: $12.99

'The Care and Handling of Roses with Thorns' by Margaret Dilloway is a 
hard book to describe accurately. The publisher's blurb says it is a novel 
about the redemptive power of love — which almost caused me to toss the 
book unread. Ostensibly it is about the bonding of a handicapped aunt 
(defective kidneys) and a rebellious teenager against the backdrop of 
breeding hulthemia roses and competing in rose shows culminating in the 
2011 National Convention in Los Angeles.

However, the handicapped aunt is about as lovable as a prickly pear and 
the teenager is way above the national average for maturity and sensitivity. 
Somehow it works, despite the plot, to be readable fare. It is not the accura-
cy of the rose lore--which is pretty traditional and the hulthemia sections 
were vetted by Jim Sproul. Nor is it the Arthur Miller clunking of the dei 
ex machina that resolve the plot lines. I think it might be the fact that the 
protagonist is not a lovable handicapped person, but a raging cauldron of 
resentments, me-first, and WTF responses to other people's problems. 
Something less than a saint comes across as authentic rather than hateful in 
this context.

If you are an exhibitor or a rose show purist, the scenes involving showing 
the hybrid hulthemia by the protagonist will cause your teeth to grind, your 
milk to curdle and your Kindle to warp.  Imagine a rose show in which the 
judge approaches a table at which the exhibitor is sitting with the rose to be 
judged while the exhibitor watches. As an attendee at the 2011 ARS Na-
tional Fall Convention in October, I did recognize the description of the 
prep room.  On the other hand, to be fair, the writer does accurately de-
scribe the camaraderie and generosity of exhibitors and rose people in gen-
eral. 

If I had to classify this novel, I would label it ‘chick lit.’  You can judge 
your own probable responses accordingly.

All Rights Reserved by the Author, Jim Delahanty:  jjjdelahanty@earthlink.net 
Please Do NOT Reprint without specific written permission of author.
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For me, there were two real highlights . . .

First, a succession of rosarians, discussing roses which they had found, 
and the research, preservation, and dissemination which makes them available 
to the world.  Most-moving, here, was a series of reminiscences bringing to life 
the discovery of  the “Pulich Children” rose, and the subsequent re-
connection of the rose with its family.  Even I, knowing the story well, found 
myself moved to tears.

Second was Fred Boutin’s recounting of the discovery of, and research on, 
another forgotten rose — which appears to have returned to us the TRUE 
‘Bloomfield Abundance.’  

I doubt if any in attendance left that room NOT wishing they were taking 
home that lost beauty.  But if they couldn’t take home THAT rose, they were 
able to choose from a magnificent collection of very rare roses for sale, at the 
end of the afternoon.  The best news of all was that some roses simply not 
available in commerce went home with many happy rosarians.

Saturday night saw a dinner, accompanied by a live auction of roses and 
other treasures.  And yes — one lucky person won a plant of ‘Bloomfield 
Abundance.’

That wonderful weekend ended with another visit to the Historic Rose 
Garden, which included tours of the garden.   I wish I could say — “if you 
missed it, watch for next year.”  But opportunities such as this are rare, and 
rarely-repeated.  I’m just glad I was there.                                       — Jeri  ‘12

— Sacramento Seminar Report, Continued, From Page 3

Did You Miss The Sacramento Seminar?

DON’T Miss These Opportunities:
In February, In SoCal, It Is:

Great Rosarians Of The World (See Pgs. 6 & 7) Just $10.!

On APRIL 20 � OPEN GARDEN
At The Historic Sacramento City Cemetery

On JUNE 8 2013,

The Heritage Roses Group Presents A One-Day

Rose Identification Seminar 
To Be Followed In September By A One-Day Propagation Seminar

� Details To Be Announced  �

Contact Jeri Jennings, heritageroses@gmail.com
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A Rose Rustle In A Garden
Spring, 2013 offers a unique opportunity for rosarians with the first part of 

a two-part seminar offered by the North Coast chapter of HRG. 

The event will be held in Ft. Bragg, CA, in the garden of emeritus rosarian 
Joyce Demits, well known in the world of Old Roses as the long-time owner 
(with her sister, Virginia Hopper) of the now-closed nursery Heritage Rose 
Gardens. 

Joyce’s personal garden reflects her passion, over 50 years, for collecting
roses. Much of her diverse collection was acquired during her years of “Rose
Rustling,” — finding and preserving old varieties that were disappearing from 
neglect and changing fashion.

This seminar will provide attendees with the chance to “rustle” from
Joyce’s collection, with the intent of preserving and “passing along” some
of the rare and interesting cultivars she has amassed. The garden will, prob-
ably not continue to be maintained after Joyce’s gardening lifetime ends, and 
she is eager to see her roses grown in public and private gardens wherever pos-
sible. 

To that end, cuttings will be available to the participants and some back-
ground information about the roses as well as workshops in propagation by 
cuttings will be offered.

It is generally agreed that cuttings of roses taken in the fall have
a much higher rate of rooting success, so this seminar will be presented in
two segments: The first segment will be held in the spring, when the garden is 
in full bloom.  The second in the fall, so that cuttings can be profitably gath-
ered.

Too often it happens that a rose collector notices a desirable specimen in
a garden or other location and when they return to take cuttings in the fall they 
are unable to find the plant because the blooms that so attracted them are 
gone. For this reason, the first segment of the seminar is designed to view, 
enjoy, and take notes on the blooming roses  — while the second part will fo-
cus on taking cuttings.

Though the first gathering will primarily be an Open Garden-type event,
volunteers will also be working to hang labels on the bushes so that they will be 
easy to identify in the fall. Participants can tour the garden at their leisure and 
ask questions of various rose experts who will be present. Those who choose 
to join the Labeling Crew will be most welcome.  

This will be a day for roses, exchange of information, and enjoyment in 
one of the most beautiful gardens in Northern California. There will be a few
brief talks. People are encouraged to bring folding chairs with them so

— Continued on Pg. 17
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In December, we received this news from Cliff Orent, whose Euro-
Desert roses first made us aware of this significant European hybridizer

“I have just received from Eva Kigyossy-Schmidt the sad news that not-
ed Hungarian rose hybridizer, Gergely Márk, has died.”  (— Cliff Orent)

Our highly esteemed and 
beloved Friend, Gergely 
Márk, has passed away in 
November 2012. His work 
spanned over fifty years, 
during which time he 
brought to life over 800 
Hungarian rose varieties.

His entire life was devoted 
to evaluating and breeding 
rose varieties. He was a 
man of iron will and of 

deep historical and literary erudition, stubbornly persevering but showing ex-
tensive expertise, plus he had an excellent sense of humour. His work is a wor-
thy continuation of Hungarian rose breeding traditions, as represented by 
Mihály M. Horváth, Rudolf Geschwind and the Mühle brothers.

After graduating from the University of Agricultural Sciences of Budapest 
in 1950, Gergely Márk worked at the Horticultural Research Institute of Buda-
pest. Simultaneously with his rose breeding activities, this is where he estab-
lished one of the largest rose gardens of Europe of those times. From his retire-
ment in 1981, he continued his work almost entirely from his own resources in 
his own garden, the Garden of Hungarian Roses, located in Törökbálint, near 
Budapest. His roses received international recognition on several occasions. 
For instance, his hybrid tea rose 'Budatétény' won the gold medal at the 
"Internationale Gartenausstelung" (IGA) in Hamburg in 1963 for its novel, 
peachy, yellowish-red colour, while `Saint Elizabeth of Hungary' won the 
gold medal in Rome in 2000 in the category of climber and park roses.

Gergely Márk also wrote several scientific publications. His book, "Die 
Rose", published by VEB Land- wirtschaftsverlag, Berlin in 1962, won a silver 
medal in Paris in 1964. His lexical work, the "Book of Hungarian Roses", was 
published in 2004 in Hungarian by Mezőgazda Kiadó in Budapest.

— Continued on Page 14

Gergely Márk

Gergely Márk
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Great lady and hybridizer! Tasmania. 
She died on Dec.3. 

Also in December, we were saddened to receive a report of the Dec. 3, 2012, 
passing of Tasmanian rose hybridizer, Lilia Weatherly, at age 82.  

Weatherly is remembered as an active rose-breeder and heritage-rose enthusi-
ast, and was the discoverer of the sport ‘Pink Iceberg,’ among others.

Weatherly’s friend, Bill Grant, passed along to us the following article from

zoominfo.com:

When rosarian Lilia Weatherly noticed a pink mutation on one of her 
white Iceberg rose bushes, she knew it was special. 

“I cut it off, struck it, and later I kept looking at it thinking 'I might do 
something with that',"   she recalled. She sent the rose off to a nursery for a 
professional evaluation. "  I knew enough about PBR to protect the bud wood 
before I sent it anywhere,"   she says. 

“That's what got me involved in applying for PBR protection,” A growth 
industry.

Soon after the application was submitted for the protection of 'Pink Ice-
berg', several nurseries approached Weatherly with the aim of marketing the 
variety. She chose Swane's Nurseries in New South Wales and has been in-
volved in an ongoing relationship with them ever since. The discovery and 
protection of 'Pink Iceberg' rapidly transformed what was essentially a garden 
hobby for Weatherly into a successful hybridizing business. "  We used our 
existing company to work with the roses,” she explains. 

“White Iceberg is the world's biggest-selling rose - everybody grows it. 
There had never been other colours from which to develop pink and other 
coloured varieties, so I have taken advantage of my discovery.”  

With a garden full of new seedlings and many new varieties in the pipe-
line, Weatherly now devotes much of her time to developing new hybrids in-
cluding 'Brilliant Pink Iceberg', 'Burgundy Iceberg', 'Light Touch', 'Lemon 
Silk' and 'Freycinet'. 

It takes several years to develop a new rose. Weatherly's children are all 
directors in the company, Prophyl Pty Ltd, and maintain an active role in the 
business. Lilia and her daughter Candace attend PBR Qualified Person work-
shops whenever they are held in Tasmania and they take a special interest in 
protecting their IP. 

— Continued on Page 15

Lilia Weatherly
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� Gergely Márk 

Over 80% of his rose varieties were created exclusively on open ground 
and thus are well adapted to extreme Hungarian climatic and weather condi-
tions. Several of them are well suited to decorating public parks as well.
The proportion of Hungarian roses that show above average frost resistance, 
their long blossoming periods, the intensity of the petals' colour effects and the 
frequency of the stamen being visible, are all worthy of note. These character-
istics are frequently accompanied by a pleasant scent. `Saint Elizabeth of  
Hungary', Gergely Márk's gold medallist rose, meets the above criteria to the 
greatest extent. This rose has deservedly achieved increasing popularity in the 
course of the last few years even beyond the borders of Hungary. It is to be 
found not only in private collections, but also in several well known public 
rose gardens throughout Europe. This rose has even found its way to Japan, 
Canada and the U.S.

Gergely Márk received a number of distinguished State and professional 
awards for his work. But the fact that the number of public rose gardens pre-
serving Márk rose varieties has been increasing for the past few years can be 
viewed as the greatest recognition of his life's work. In addition, the initiative 
to ensure the survival of Márk roses is moving forward in a promising way. 

Several hundred Márk varieties were propagated successfully on new 
grounds in 2012. This autumn some German private gardens also accepted a 
few Márk varieties for the purpose of preserving them. Although the survival 
of the Márk legacy is far from secure, we are hopeful that the greatest possible 
number of Márk roses will live on for our descendants. And thus the purpose 
of Gergely Márk's life may be achieved, or as he put it into words:

“I strive to make the world more beautiful with my roses. To the joy of 
people."

A Márk documentary film, which has also won a gold medal since, was 
finished and presented on 27 October 2012, Gergely Márk's 89th birthday, as a 
result of its creators' selfless labour. Its title is “The Rose Man".  

The memory of “The Rose Man",  the modest, persevering and loyal 
friend will live on in our hearts with deep gratitude and thankfulness.         

— Eva Kigyossy-Schmidt 

Afterword:  Mr. Márk's funeral was conducted in Hungary, on December 
18.  Cliff Orent received word that just at the time of the funeral a new 
granddaughter was born to the Márk's, and was named Rozsa— The Hun-
garian word for Rose.   

— CONTINUED
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— CONTINUED

� Lilia Weatherly 

“It is interesting to learn about the opportunities and pitfalls of being a 
plant breeder," Weatherly says. "

“It is necessary to be capable of doing the work for PBR applications."   
Stand up and fight. We regularly police the sales of our varieties and have 
found several instances where people have breeched the PBR Act.” Weather-
ly says. 

There has been a bit of a kerfuffle on  Gardenweb’s rose forum, regarding 
a recent announcement from Pickering Rose Nursery, in Canada.  Pickering’s 
message read as follows:

AMERICAN CUSTOMERS: We are unable to ship to the USA at present. 
Due to a desire by agriculture departments to "re-interpret" existing rules 
we are unable to ship roses to the United States this season. Yes, these 
plants have been produced in the same manner as those we have shipped 
to our US customers since about 1960. Please be aware that whatever 
hardship and annoyance you’re feeling about not being able to receive an 
order, this business (its employees and owner) will suffer worse.

The speculation which followed the announcement placed the blame for 
this on everything from drug-trafficking to politics, and included a great deal 
of dismay — particularly among rose folk in colder parts of the country than 
ours.  

For an explanation of the problem, I turned to Kim Rupert, who told me 
that the root of the problem lies in an attempt to deal with yet another agricul-
tural pest:  The Asian Longhorned Beetle � A. chinensis and/or A. gla-
bripennis.  

(Lest we dismiss such concerns out-of-hand, think about the Asian Citrus 
Psyllid currently expanding its range in the U.S., transmitting Huanglongbing 
disease — fatal to citrus trees, an important crop in our area.)

— Continued on Page 17
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— PICKERING, Cont. From Page 15

The USDA Restriction states:

“The plants for planting in this shipment, including all plant parts (e.g. 
root stock, scion, etc.) were solely grown in (the name of the exporting 
country) and A. chinensis and/or A. glabripennis are not known to occur 
in (name of exporting country).

Countries where A. chinensis and/or A. glabripennis populations are 
present: Afghanistan, China, Croatia, European Union, Indonesia, Ja-
pan, Republic of Korea, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Mada-
gascar, Malaysia, Mayanmar, Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam."

Pickering, Kim tells us, imports their root stocks from The Netherlands, a 
country which is part of the European Union.  (See previous paragraph!)  They 
then bud the scions to the rootstock in Canada.  “Had their root stocks been 
produced in Canada then budded there, there would be no issue. ”

I have, in the past, been a bit scornful of some of our agricultural quaran-
tines, but the Glassy Winged Sharpshooter and the Asian Citrus Psyllid —
both now in Ventura County — pose real danger to our agricultural industry.  
Ventura County is still an active agricultural area, and I would like to see it 
stay that way.  So, I take this stuff seriously, and I respect the quarantines im-
posed on us.  I really, really don’t want to see yet another pest here, and yet 
another quarantine.

What does this beetle DO?  The invaluable Wikipedia says:  “In its na-
tive range, ALB infests trees primarily in the genera Acer (Sapindaceae, Ma-
ple), Populus (Salicaceae), Salix (Salicaceae, Willow), and Ulmus (Ulmaceae, 
Elm). In the United States, ALB has completed development on species of 
these genera and also Aesculus (Sapindaceae), Albizia (Fabaceae), Betula
(Betulaceae), Cercidiphyllum (Cercidiphyllaceae), Fraxinus (Oleaceae), Plat-
anus (Platanaceae), Prunus (Rosaceae), and Sorbus (Rosaceae). Acer is the 
most commonly infested tree genus in the United States, followed by Ulmus 
and Salix. In Canada, complete development has been confirmed only on 
Acer, Betula, Populus, and Salix, although oviposition has occurred on other 
tree genera. Acer is the most commonly infested tree genus in Canada. In Eu-
rope, complete development has been recorded on Acer, Aesculus, Alnus 
(Betulaceae), Betula, Carpinus (Betulaceae), Fagus (Fagaceae), Fraxinus, 
Platanus, Populus, Prunus, Salix, and Sorbus. The top five host genera infest-
ed in Europe, in decreasing order, are Acer, Betula, Salix, Aesculus, and Pop-
ulus. Not all Populus species are equally susceptible to ALB attack. For exam-
ple, in China, Populus species in sections Aigeiros and Tacamahaca are gen-
erally more susceptible to ALB than species in section Populus (=sect. 
Leuce).”
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— PICKERING, Cont. From Page 15

To learn more about the pest, visit these websites:

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/animals/asianbeetle.shtml#.UNIFnXfhd8E
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/asian_lhb/index.shtml

http://www.uvm.edu/albeetle/

The new prohibition won’t affect me personally, because roses we are 
planting now are almost exclusively grown on their own roots.  Pickering uses 
mostly R. multiflora for modern roses, and R. laxa for Old Roses — and mul-
tiflora is a poor rootstock for our alkaline conditions.  

I suspect the areas most-affected are by the beetle are ironically enough, 
the same areas where rosarians are most-likely to want budded roses on tough 
rootstock — so I understand the frustration folks in those areas are dealing 
with.  The “Big Picture,” though says we don’t need ANY rose badly enough 
to risk causing this sort of harm.

that they can sit when necessary during the long day. In the accompanying 
images taken during a previous visit to Joyce’s garden show a group of
rosarians, utilizing their chairs, and listening to Joyce discuss roses.

The date for the spring Open Garden is 

June 8, 2013. 
The garden gate will open at 10:30 am and close in the late afternoon.  

There will be no charge for entry; however, there WILL be a most interest-
ing raffle, so bring along a few dollars for tickets. 

Bring your own lunch. Sturdy shoes are advised.

For directions, more information, and registration, email Alice 
Flores at aflores@mcn.org.

ROSALIA, Too!
Dedicated rosarians who want to make the most of their trip to

Mendocino County,  will take note of another wonderful garden opening, to 
take place the following day — June 9. That event is called Rosalia— being 
an annual gathering at the garden of Pamela and Michael Temple, near Wil-
lits. 

This year Rosalia is planned as a benefit for Haiti, and music and food 
will probably be part of the offerings. More information about this event, in-
cluding cost, will be available in a month or so.

The second segment of the Demits Garden Rustle will take place in Octo-
ber, a beautiful month on the North Coast. That date is still to be set.

— Seminar, Cont. from Page 11
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BOOK REVIEW:

Empress of the Garden
� G. Michael Shoup

The first truly useful rose book we bought was Landscaping With Old 
Garden Roses, written by G. Michael Shoup with Liz Druitt.  (Taunton 
Press, 1992).  That purchase was the beginning of an understanding of 
what roses we SHOULD be growing, in our Southern California garden.  
It was also interesting to read, and impeccably illustrated — and it was 
our introduction to the Antique Rose Emporium, in Brenham, TX.

Since that time, we have paid multiple visits to that wonderful nursery, 
and while we’ve bought many other rose books, that one remains on the 
shelf closest to my right hand.

And so it was with great excitement that I opened a large package sent 
from Texas, to find Shoup’s most recent book:

Empress of the Garden
This is a larger book than Landscaping . . .  but even more beautifully 
illustrated.  Yes, this is real “Rose Porn” — but it is much, more than 
that.

Between the lush photos, there are gems of information some of us 
wouldn’t have guessed.  For instance, in a discussion of pruning, relevant 
to big climbing roses, Shoup has added this surprising thought:

What Have You Been Smoking?
Removing dead canes is part of a rose gardener’s life.  The plants need to be opened up 
and shaped, so they’ll have room to grow new, more vigorous branches.
But the effort doesn’t just improve the look of my roses; it gives me something to sink my 
teeth into, literally.  Rose canes make wonderful wood for smoking meat in the barbecue 
pit.  I soak the brown twigs and canes and place them near the charcoal, so they’ll burn 
slowly.  They impart a fruity, somewhat sweet taste to pork, lamb, or chicken.  The flavor 
is wonderful, similar to that of applewood smoke.
It’s just one more reason why roses are the ultimate garden plant.

If I have ONE complaint about Empress of the Garden, it would be that, 
at “coffee-table-size,” it’s awkward for reading in bed.  And I would like 
to do that, with this book, because the text is enticing enough to hold 
your interest as well as any new mystery.

— Continuued on Page 21
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From Empress of the Garden . . .

Before 1819, Zone4+
Size 5’ x 4’, Blooms 2-1/2”, light pink, repeat, very fragrant.

The light pink, ruffled, double flowers of this rose contain a good measure of 
Damask scent, possibly the finest in the world.  Writers in antiquity described her 
in their literature as the ‘Four Seasons Rose of Paestum’ because she bloomed 
in every season.  She is the only Old European rose with this talent, a quality 
unseen in the West until the introduction of ‘Old Blush’ from China.

‘Autumn Damask’ gave rise to the Bourbon roses and many of the Hybrid 
Perpetuals, instilling her wonderful fragrance and repeat capabilities in their 
bloodlines.

Unlike most of her European cousins, who can be thin and upright, she is 
compact, lending mixed borders and herb gardens not only fragrant flowers but 
also an attractive, billowing shrub.

Personality:  Virile, Gregarious, Aristocratic.
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1869, Ducher, France — Noisette;  Size, Climber 10-ft+

Reve d’Or’, a very vigorous climber, can appear even more massive because she 
rarely drops her foliage.  In our Southern garden, she keeps her clothes even in the dead of 
winter.  And what beautiful foliage it is, with new growth a bright purple-red that can be as 
showy as the yellow-pink flowers, which can occur in every season.

Like many roses that produce smaller, less intensely colored blossoms during the heat of 
Southern summers, ‘Reve d’Or’ responds to cooler night temperatures in spring and fall —
truly giving gardeners something to dream about.  (Her name is French for “Dream of Gold.”) 

Nearly thornless, she is useful for close quarters like porches and pergolas, where her  
fragrant roses can be enjoyed.  However, like other vigorous climbers, she can become cha-
otic without diligent training and cane removal. 

Personality:  Vivacious, Rambunctious, Delightful.
(From The Empress of the Garden, G. Michael Shoup)
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— The Empress of the Garden, Cont. From Pg. 18

Not every rose encompassed in this book is officially an “Old Garden 
Rose.” Shoup has included roses such as ‘Altissimo,’ ‘Dortmund,’ and 
‘Cadenza,’ which though modern, blend gracefully with older sorts of ros-
es.

He continues to list another modern rose, ‘Sombreuil’ as an 1850 Tea Rose 
— and I wish he wouldn’t — But he DOES allow that sumptuous beauty to 
show her stuff in photos that demonstrate her useful nature along with her 
generosity and elegance.  

Ralph Moore’s ‘Red Cascade’ is here, too.  Noting that “Her flexible canes 
can spread to 12 feet in all directions,” he reminds me that I tried long ago 
to grow this vigorous “Miniature” climber in a small hanging basket.  
Hopefully, this will prevent others from making that mistake.  (Yes, the 
rose died.)  Shoup also honors Mr. Moore, and notes that his collection now 
resides at Texas A&M University.

Chapters in Empress of the Garden include:

Heralds of Spring, Reliable Showgirls, Dreamy Romantics, Drama Queens, 
Tenacious Tomboys, Balloon-Skirted Ladies, Regal Showoffs, Mannerly 
Princesses, Supine Beauties, Captive Sprits, Earthy Naturalists, Petite Par-
ty-Goers, Big-Hearted Homebodies, Queen Mothers, Petulant Divas, Geni-
us Inspired Trendsetters, Pioneer Roses, Mysterious Ladies, and The An-
tique Rose Emporium. 

Digital Format � $10.00

PRINT Format � $12.00

SEND DUES To: 

Gold Coast HRG, %Clay Jennings
22 Gypsy Lane, Camarillo, CA 93010-1320



Gold Coast Heritage Roses Group & 
Ventura County Rose Society

Will Co-Sponsor the 12th annual

OLD GARDEN ROSEOLD GARDEN ROSE
PRUNING DEMONSTRATIONPRUNING DEMONSTRATION

Sat., Jan. 12, � 9 a.m.
(Roses covered: Chinas, Noisettes, Teas, Hybrid Perpetuals & Polyanthas)

At The 

Stagecoach Inn Museum Heritage Rose Garden
51 So. Ventu Park Rd. Newbury Park, CA 

A mile south of the 101 Freeway

(A Pruning Demo for modern roses will follow, at 10:30 AM.)

The Demonstrations are FREE -- Refreshments courtesy of VCRS

Some Roses Will Be Available For Purchase
Info: Call 805-498-0861. or Email:  heritageroses@gmail.com

Rain Date is Jan. 19, 2013
The Gold Coast HRG Website is at: http://www.goldcoastrose.org/

The VCRS website is www.venturarose.org



‘Mutabilis

“Roseville Noisette”
A Cluster-Flowering Noisette Of  Dwarf Stature


