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‘Alba
semi-plena’
Known Since
1629
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JUNE 8 SEMINAR REPORT
A goodly group of rose folks found their way to Ft. Bragg, CA, in
June, for a Seminar on rare roses, their identification and preservation. The
day began with a talk on “Found” roses — emphasizing their importance,
and the processes involved in collecting them. A distinct emphasis on the
etiquette of what we tend to call “Rose Rustling” reminded us that it’s always good to ask — when it is possible to do so — and the importance of
some judgement in when to snip and collect, as well as when NOT to do
so.
The venue for the talk was the beautiful, historic, Weller House B&B,
on Stewart St., in Fort Bragg.
The rest of the day was meant for a broad effort at tagging most of the
remarkable roses in the home garden of Ft. Bragg rosarian Joyce Demits.
Some of this DID get done — though it must be admitted that the process
was hampered by abnormal heat. With temperatures soaring well into the
90’s, many of us felt — melted.
Nevertheless, many roses WERE tagged, and we had a chance to familiarize ourselves with this wonderful garden — as well as an un-matched
opportunity to see it at the top of its form.

(L): Buds of ‘Alba semi-plena’ —
The White Rose of York
(Above): ‘Alika’ — A selection of R.
gallica grandiflora, imported to the
U.S. from St. Petersberg, Russia, in
1906. Listed as a species/wild rose.
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On the way to Joyce’s garden, Fred Boutin was “waylaid” by a gardenfull of remarkable, old, and unidentified roses — some probable Hybrids
of R. setigera. What was a rosarian to do? Fred and Dee Boutin arrived
with a cooler full of beautiful roses.
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Vintage Gardens Rose Nursery
Petaluma, CA

Goodbye — and Thanks For All The Roses
sermon heard years ago, at an Anglican Tenebrae service began
with the a discordant crash of drums, and the statement: “There has been a
death.”
Try as I might to put a positive spin on it, the departure of Vintage Gardens Rose Nursery of Sebastopol, CA feels to me like a little death.
Vintage Gardens opened its doors in 1983.
Over the past 30 years, this one small nursery, minimally staffed, but
endowed with dedication and imagination, has done a heroic job of preserving, and re-introducing more old and rare roses than I can count. Vintage
wasn’t afraid to offer “Found” roses — when many nurseries wouldn’t consider them. And Vintage has, from the beginning, been a generous supporter
of The Heritage Roses Group. Gregg Lowery and Phillip Robinson TRULY
exemplified the title “Great Rosarians.”
For several years, a visit to Vintage Gardens was the high point of any
trip Clay and I made to Northern California. We brought home wonderful
things. ‘Tina Marie’ (Vintage’s blush/white sport of “Grandmother’s
Hat”) came home with us in two little bands. Those plants stand today 8 ft.
tall, blooming bountifully. ‘Boule de Niege’ came from Vintage’s shelves,
as did the red China judged to be ‘Sanguinea.’
Now, in stages, Gregg is bowing to the economic pressures which have
cost us so many other fine Nurseries. Vintage Gardens is closing. Gregg’s
legendary collection of roses goes into the hands of a non-profit.

The Timetable For Closure:
JUNE 30th - Vintage WILL continue to accept orders after this date, but their office will be minimally staffed — only to receive orders, process and ship them
to you. Please be patient; their response time may be slow.

JULY 14th - The Last Vintage ONE-OF-A-KIND SALE Takes Place! Roses
from cancelled orders and back stock for Custom Root orders will fill this FINAL amazing ONE-OF-A-KIND SALE! Details will be announced by email.

AUGUST 1st - Vintage offers a selection of one gallon roses from plants
not previously listed online. NO website sales or wholesale orders are
planned. NO FINAL ON-SITE SALE IS PLANNED.
SEPTEMBER - Fall shipping of orders commences. Import rose orders will
be confirmed for shipping.

Visit The Website At: http://www.vintagegardens.com/
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‘Crepuscule’

Tea/Noisette,
Dubreuil,
France, 1904
Offered by Heirloom Roses

The Heirloom Roses Nursery
24062 Riverside Drive NE, St. Paul, Oregon 97137

In the hands of John and Louise Clements, Heirloom Roses Nursery in
St. Paul, OR, was one of the earliest nurseries to make rare roses available in
easily-shipped band-size plants. Starting as a part-time seller of Miniature
Roses, Heirloom was, by 1982, the largest wholesale supplier of miniature
roses in the northwest. In 1985, John and Louise Clements bought four and
one half acres outside of the little town of St. Paul, Oregon. In 1990, the
Clements opened Heirloom Roses.
Heirloom was one of the earliest practical sources for David Austin’s
increasingly-popular roses, selling them on their own roots, allowing us in
the West to avoid the multiflora rootstock used by Canadian nurseries. And
they sold a mouth-watering selection of little-known Old Roses.
Over the years, Heirloom “migrated” to carry more moderns, but a core
selection of Old Roses remained. The wonderful imports offered for a while
by Cliff Orent’s EuroDesert rose nursery has found a home at Heirloom.
Early in 2013, Heirloom Roses was sold to Ben Hanna — a man
whose business experience and general horticultural background speak well
for the nursery’s future. The Heirloom team already in place, including
Manager Cheryl Malone, is excited to have Ben's knowledge and business
acumen augmenting their experience with roses.
The new Heirloom team is totally committed to building Heirloom into
a top-tier rose nursery with staying power.
To learn more, visit the website, at:

http://www.heirloomroses.com/
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Sumer is icumen in
Medieval English:

Sumer is icumen in,
Lhude sing cuccu!
Groweþ sed and bloweþ med
And springþ þe wde nu,
Sing cuccu!
Awe bleteþ after lomb,
Lhouþ after calue cu.
Bulluc sterteþ, bucke uerteþ,
Murie sing cuccu!
Cuccu, cuccu, wel singes þu cuccu;
Ne swik þu nauer nu.
Sing cuccu nu. Sing cuccu.
Sing cuccu. Sing cuccu nu!

"Sumer Is Icumen In" is the most famous remaining six-voice example of the
medieval “rota” (a type of vocal “round” ) popular in England, in the mid13th through mid-14th Century.
Very few notated rounds have survived, but fragmentary sources and frequent
mentions in other writings indicate that the practice was widespread. Most
likely rounds were learned and memorized; notation would not have been considered to be necessary. Many scholars believe that the practice predates the
13th century. In fact the existence of a related, but somewhat different tradi6

Sumer has come in
Modern English

Summer has come in,
Loudly sing, Cuckoo!
The seed grows and the meadow blooms
And the wood springs anew,
Sing, Cuckoo!
The ewe bleats after the lamb
The cow lows after the calf.
The bullock stirs, the stag farts,
Merrily sing, Cuckoo!
Cuckoo, cuckoo, well you sing,
cuckoo;
Don't ever you stop now,
Sing cuckoo now. Sing, Cuckoo.
Sing Cuckoo. Sing cuckoo now!

tion in the rondellus in France at the same time implies that the practice may
have come to England at the time of the Norman Conquest, and mutated in the
two hundred years between that event and the oldest notated examples of the
rota.
The title translates approximately to "Summer Has Come In" or "Summer Has
Arrived". The song is composed in the Wessex dialect of Middle English. Although the composer's identity is unknown today, it may have been W. de
Wycombe. The year of composition is estimated to be ca. 1260.
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All Our Roses are Virus-Free
Heirloom Roses has been a leader in bringing virus problems to the
attention of the public and industry. Virus-free roses are healthier,
more winter hardy, produce up to 20% more blooms and are more
disease resistant.
— From The Heirloom Roses Website

What About Virus In Roses?
Heirloom Roses (St. Paul, OR) has from the beginning stated that their
roses were virus-free, because their stock was imported from Europe, and
because their plants were grown on their own roots.
Because Heirloom has changed ownership — and because that claim
remains on their website this seems like a good time to review the whole
issue of “virus” in roses. What it is, what it means, how to avoid it, and how
important it is to do so.
It is true, as Heirloom points out, that the most common vehicle for the
spread of viruses in roses is the budding process.
And it is true that the common U.S. rose industry practice of using cuttings from rootstock plants to grow more rootstock plants has facilitated the
broad spread of virus. (I found it particularly galling to see newly-introduced
roses infected, even though the vehicle for spread has for a long time been
fully understood.
BUT (and this is an important “BUT”) own-root plants, grown from cuttings taken from infected plants, will also be infected. In other words:

“Own Root” does NOT equate to “Virus-Free.”
U.C. DAVIS offers the following information on its website:
(The Bold-Face and underlined copy is my own addition.)

“The most common causes for the spread of these viruses are propagation procedures such as budding an infected scion onto a healthy understock
or a healthy scion to an infected understock. Disease symptoms aren’t always
obvious, which is why the use of virus-tested planting stock is advantageous.
Some evidence indicates rose mosaic spreads in commercial rose plantings
via root grafts.
Many rose catalogs and books refer to “virus-free” roses. The science of
plant virology has shown in recent years that most horticultural plants have
cryptic viruses in them, the function and importance of which aren’t known.

As more sophisticated virus-testing techniques have been developed,
— Cont. on Page 9
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— VIRUS IN ROSES, Cont. From Page 8

many ‘virus-free’ programs discovered their stock was not as free of
virus as thought.”
— http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7463.html#DISEASES

I know from personal experience that the last sentence, above, is true.
To update my understanding of the problem, I ran my questions by Malcolm Manners, Great Rosarians Of The World honoree, Ph.D, and Professor of
Citrus and Horticultural Sciences at Florida Southern University. Malcolm
arguably knows more about virus in roses than anyone else in the world.
Malcolm said that to most people, the term “virus” means “Rose Mosaic”
… and that the term “virus” refers to “a set of symptoms . . . Most often
caused by Prunus Necrotic Ringspot Virus . . .” (Or by Apple Mosaic Virus.)
A variety of other viruses are known to infect some roses, but none of
those is enough of a problem to be referred to as a “problem.” They are, Manners said, “rare or non-problematic.”
“Virus” infections have been circulating in roses from some time in the
early 1900’s up to and including the present time.
It’s probably fair to say that the “body bag” roses available through big
-box stores, even now, are more
than likely “virused.” There
are still many varieties of roses
which are simply not available
without virus, and companies
who could not possibly afford
to change that, in their stock.
Does that mean that you
should avoid those roses?
Not necessarily.
It’s up to you! If they’re
otherwise healthy, they’ll probably grow reasonably well, and
may never display visual evidence of virus. So, if I really
want a rose, and it’s not available without virus, I’ll take it
Our Very Vigorous ‘Gardens Of The World’ is
with virus.
certainly virused — yet it has never shown a sign,
and grows like crazy on its own roots.
A rose my grandmother grew in
the 1950’s was moved to my
— Cont. on Page 10
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— VIRUS IN ROSES, Cont. From Page 9

The Impeccable Beauty of ‘Sombreuil, Cl.’
Virused since its introduction in the 1950’s — and sent to England with virus, as well.

mother’s home in the 1980’s, and still grows there, untended. If and when that
house is sold, I plan to dig that rose up and bring it here, where it will probably
out-live me. And yes. It’s virused. So what?
And, before you ask — there is no evidence of actual transmission of
virus in a garden setting. None at all, other than through grafting. So I have
no fear that my grandmother’s rose is going to infect some other rose in my
garden.

“Virus Indexed”
You hear the term: “Virus-Indexed.” What does that mean?
The term, Professor Manners says, has whatever meaning the grower
wants it to have. There are no rules governing that.
But he, and I, would take it to mean that the vendor has, at the very least,
paid to have the plant indexed, to detect the presence or absence of PNRSV.
But the test in itself does not assure that a rose is free of virus. It simply means that it has been tested, diagnostically, to reveal the presence of those
viruses, or to tell us that they are not present in that plant.
We should, though, be able to reasonably assume that when a nusery says
“VI,” they've at least indexed for PNRSV, (and, hopefully, ApMV). We’d as— Cont. on Page 11
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— VIRUS IN ROSES, Cont. From Page 10

‘Gloire des Rosomanes’ Also Known As “Ragged Robin”
Used as Rootstock in the U.S. until well into the 20th-Century, it is very probable that old,
“found” plants of “Ragged Robin” are virused. It doesn’t seem to matter in the least, as they
grow with great vigor, and bloom continuously.

sume that they mean “free of all agents known to cause rose mosaic disease.”
But — “assume” can be tricky. If their published information isn’t specific —
ASK.

Heat-Treated
Heat Treatment of roses is a process, conducted in a greenhouse, which
can eradicate the viral diseases known as Rose Mosaic Virus. A rose described
as being“virus indexed"
, or “vid,” has not necessarily been heat-treated.
That being so, if I wanted a reliably virus-free copy of the Climber,
‘Sombreuil,’ the plant I buy must be HEAT TREATED, and then indexed. (I
understand that Antique Rose Emporium, Vintage, and (on the East Coast)
Roses Unlimited offer that.) If I bought a plant from one of those sources, I
would could probably assume my rose does not have rose mosaic virus. Moreover, plants that I create from cuttings taken from that plant should likewise be
free of “Virus.”
— Cont. on Page 12
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— VIRUS IN ROSES, Cont. From Page 11

(For what it’s worth, my own plants of ‘Sombreuil, Cl.’ ARE virused, but
they’ve grown well for 25 years, so I’m not real worried about that.)

The Big Deal About European Imports
As we’ve seen, the fact that a plant is growing on its own roots does not
mean that it does not have Rose Mosaic Virus. But what about roses imported
from England, or the Continent?
There, rootstock is grown from seed, rather than from cuttings (as is done
in the U.S.). That means that new rootstock plants are not virused, and so,
cannot not transfer virus to the scion budded onto it.
Does that mean that a cutting taken from a European import is free of virus? Not necessarily.
Virused plants HAVE come from Europe to the United States. That’s not
surprising. For decades, roses from the U.S. have been sent to Europe — taking their viruses with them. From some of those plants, viruses have infected
at least some European roses.
I know this to be true, because I have, myself, purchased own-root roses,
grown from cuttings taken from a plant imported directly from Austin, in England. Those plants were very colorfully infected with RMV.
So, return to the importance of virus-indexing to demonstrate that a

‘The Dark Lady’
A smallish Shrub Rose, (D. Austin, UK, 1991) which came to the U.S. infected with virus. I
don’t know if “clean” plants exist, but if I could find one, I would probably buy it.
The poor Lady is not a vigorous grower. I’d also like to see her budded onto Fortuniana!
— Cont. on Pg. 15
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Announcing The Third Annual

National Heirloom Expo

To Be Held On

Sept. 10, 11, & 12, 2013
at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds, Santa Rosa, CA
The National Heirloom Exposition is a not-for-profit event centered
around the pure food movement, heirloom vegetables, and anti-GMO activism.
What could be more appropriate for the Heritage Roses Group?
HRG took part in the first event, in September, 2011. The event was great,
and our booth was a roaring success. We’re excited about repeating our participation this year!
The 2012 event, with more than 100 speakers and 300 natural food vendors,
was the largest gathering in pure food history — and 2013 could even eclipse
— Cont. on Page 14
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Mark Your Calendar Now!

Great Rosarians of the World

“G.R.O.W. XIV”
Sat., Feb. 1st, 2014
The 14th “Great Rosarian” to be so honored will be Danielle Hahn,
Proprietor of Rose Story Farms, Carpinteria, CA.
To learn more about Dani Hahn, visit the Rose Story Farms website:

http://www.rosestoryfarm.com/index.asp
Watch future issues of Gold Coast Roses for updates,
or contact Clair Martin at:

clairgmartin@mac.com
An East-Coast version of the G.R.O.W. event will take place on
Long Island, at a date to be announced.

— The National Heirloom Expo; Cont. From Page 13

that!
The Heirloom Expo has gained incredible interest among home growers,
farmers, school groups and the general public–so much so that it is being
called the “World’s Fair of Pure Food”!
HRG is already listed on the Vendor’s list. Want to come and play? The
more the merrier.
If you’re interested in “Booth-Sitting” for part of the time, you’d be welcome.
The more of us who participate, the more time we can all spend exploring
other exhibits. In 2012, Clay and I came home with a few rare and wonderful perennials, and enjoyed a feast of wonderful heirloom tomatoes. But I
missed a lot, and I want to make up for it, this year.

To volunteer,
contact Sherri Berglund at: CBERGL2433@aol.com
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— VIRUS IN ROSES, Cont. From Page 12

rose is free from virus.

� European origin does not guar-

“Elisabeth’s China”

antee freedom from virus.

� Own-root does not
guarantee freedom from virus.
� Let the buyer beware.
What About Found Roses?
Really old Roses, planted in the
mid-19th-Century, are probably free
of Prunus Necrotic Ringspot Virus
and Apple Mosaic Virus.
The catch is — most of the time,
you don’t REALLY know when those
roses were planted in that old cemetery. Even old family legends may
not be accurate.

A Found China Rose Of The
Sacramento City Cemetery

So though I think of them as being virus-free I don’t know, without virus indexing, that my Found roses truly ARE virus-free.
David W. Standeford arrived in California in 1849, and died in 1906. If
his ‘Mme. Lambard’ was planted in at the time of his death, it’s probably virus
-free. If it was planted in 1916 or 1917, after the death of his daughter Josie,
it’s less clear. If it was planted later in the 20th Century, by their descendants,
it may well be virused. Without knowing when it was planted, only virusindexing could tell for sure. But the rose grows vigorously in my garden, so
I’m not concerned about it.
“Ragged Robin” (‘Gloire des Rosomanes’, China, Vibert, France, 1836) is a
great example of this. We find “Ragged Robin” often, because it was used as
rootstock well into the 20th Century. Given that span of time, we assume that
most of the many plants we’ve found are virused. Does it matter? It doesn’t
matter to me. (Your mileage may vary.)
“Ragged Robin” blooms year ‘round. It has no disease problems, and has
proven that it can survive with little water and no care. Our plant was grown
from cuttings taken in a vacant lot, where a 19th-Century house and garden
once stood. The home was occupied until it burned to the ground in 1960, so
our plant could be virused. But it’s 8-ft tall and continuous-blooming. Do I
care if it is virused? Not in the least.
— Cont. on Pg. 17
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Front Cover Rose:

“Old Town Novato”
(“Hudson Crimson”; “Jay’s Hudson Crimson”)
This month’s front cover rose, found in Novato, CA, by Cassandra Bernstein, is thought to be a Hybrid Perpetual Rose. After some study, it appears
to be a match for “Hudson Crimson,” found in Oakland, CA, by Jay Williams.
If this is a Hybrid Perpetual, it is a remarkably disease-free member of
that family.
Foliated sepals open to fragrant, cerise-toned crimson blooms on a plant
of prickly, arching growth to perhaps 5 ft. Prompt deadheading encourages
repeat bloom, but its biggest flushes will be produced in spring and fall.
This is a GREAT garden rose. Sadly, finding a source for it is more difficult than it should be. It has been offered by Vintage Gardens Rose Nursery
as “Hudson Crimson.” The regrettable departure of Vintage throws that
source into some doubt — and the occasional availability of “OTN” at the
Sacramento City Cemetery’s Open Garden and rose sale has been greeted by
sprinting rosarians, running for the few available plants.
If you can find “Old Town Novato,” give it garden room. You won’t
regret it.
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Back Cover: “Elisabeth’s

China”& Other Red Chinas

“Elisabeth’s China”

This Foundling from
the historic Sacramento City Cemetery
is tough, fragrant,
and continuousblooming.
When temperatures
climb, the rich dark
red (see back cover)
of “Elisabeth’s China” lightens to a
bouncy red-touched
pink.

. . . And Other Red Chinas . . .
Some are known roses, some are
Found Roses. Once-establish, they
tolerate drought well, and they bloom
like mad. Red China Roses fill the
landscape with color. Here are a few
of the many . . .

“Bengal Fire”
? ‘Sanguinea’ ?

‘Louis Phillipe’

‘White Pearl In Red
Dragon’s Mouth’

“Malespina Plot”

— VIRUS IN ROSES, Cont. From Page 15; concludes

So — A Found Rose may or may not be virus-free. But in most cases
for our purposes, a vigorous plant is a vigorous plant — and I’m not inclined to toss the baby out with the rosy bathwater.
— Jeri Jennings, HERITAGE ROSES GROUP, June, 2013
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WHITEFLY

ALERT!

We haven't seen them in YEARS, but they're BAAAACK. Whitefly!
These look like Giant Whitefly (Aleurodicus dugesii), native to Mexico.
For information, including a list of plants they typically colonize (not roses, at least, not often) and control strategies, see:

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7400.html
A strong stream of water is recommended. Pesticides are useless for the
most part, because the @#$%%$$#$ have such a fast lifespan that the next
generation just hatches and breeds, and you've killed beneficial insects.
“
" Native insect predators such as green lacewings (Chrysopa and Chrysoperla spp.), larvae of syrphid flies (also called flower flies and hover flies),
and lady beetle adults and larvae (Cycloneda polita and Delphastus catalinae)
attack giant whitefly in California but do not provide adequate biological control. The introduced Asian lady beetle, Harmonia axyridis, also feeds on this
pest."
Last time we had this, there was a big release of parasitic wasps, and they
disappeared. Time for a repeat!
I found that a very strong blast of water — and DO BLAST — took care
of this infestation in a couple of days.
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'Beyond Les

Roses'

The life, times and botanical art of
Jean-Phillip Redouté
Central Library – 828 I Street, Sacramento

2 p.m. Sunday, August 4
This very special event features Belgium's Ingrid Verdegem as she describes the life and art of the great Belgian botanical artist Jean-Pierre Redouté,
court artist to Marie Antoinette and the Empress Josephine. Redoute's 'Les
Roses' is his most famous volume, but he produced over 2,100 published works
in his long career during the heady days of the French Revolution, the Reign of
Terror and Napoleon. Ms. Verdegem will describe the techniques used by Redouté and show examples of his other works.
Ingrid Verdegem became involved in old roses at age 16, when she found
a fragrant rose by the roadside that appeared to be Redoute's 'Celsiana.' Intrigued by this first taste of rose research, she has spent years studying archives
and examining roses. She has produced many articles, a few books, exhibitions
and lectures. She was a featured speaker at the International Heritage Rose
Conferences in Sakura, Japan, and Dunedin, New Zealand.
This free program is co-sponsored by the Historic Rose Garden and the
Sacramento Public Library. Garden volunteers will bring examples of Redouté's roses for the public to examine. Special botanical works from the Sacramento Library and others will be on display.
Come and join us, Judy Eitzen, Historic Rose Garden
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“Elisabeth’s China”
See Pg. 17

