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“

ld Town Novato” at the Open
Garden and Rose Sale, Historic

Rose Garden, Historic Old City
Cemetery, Sacramento, CA. — Saturday,
April 12, 2014
There were, for a
miracle, enough
plants of “Old Town
Novato,” “Barbara’s
Pasture Rose” and
that exciting new addition to the garden,
“Copperopolis Bar.”
There were, I was
happy to see,
perhaps a halfdozen
“Ferndale Red
China,” . . . A
fragrant red
China, found
some years ago in
an old cemetery
in Ferndale, CA
— now lost from
there.
(We brought one of those home!)
And there was bloom aplenty in the Historic Rose Garden,
and time to enjoy it and photograph it, and discuss it, and spend
time with friends among the roses.
And what, after all, could be better than a cool, sunny day
among roses and friends?

— Continue to Page 2
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In The Historic Rose Garden

O

utside the gates, on Broadway, traffic hurries by. Buses rumble up
to their stop. The work of maintenance goes on, and visitors with
cameras amble along. I’m barely conscious of them. In this place,
I actually feel “. . . the peace of God, which passeth all understanding . . .” 1.
It is the roses, of course, and the history, and the people, both in the past
and the present who made this place what it is. And, well, everything.
I’ve been fortunate to visit this place often, and at various times of the
year. We saw the garden first in midNovember. The place is busiest in the
spring, but there is no season in which I do
not find it beautiful.
One of the busiest, and surely the HAPPIEST times here is the spring Open Garden weekend — the reason for our most
recent visit.
“Leonie Bell’s
The Garland”
1.

Set-up day — Friday, April 11, the
actual Open Garden And Sale Of Rare
and Historic Roses — Saturday, April

Philippians 4:7, King James Bible
— Continue to Page 3
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The Sale Table’s Ready! Darrell g.h. Scramm and Jill Perry Check The Roses

12, and the quietness of “Afterglow,” A Sunday morning gathering of volunteers and guests meet over coffee and rolls, to reflect on the weekend.

The Cashier Is Ready

. . . Annnd . . . They’re OFF!

It’s all GREAT!
The sale begins promptly at 9 a.m. With folks waiting in line for Nine, it’s
a “Le Mans” Start. Rose-lovers rush in holding lists, and marked catalogs.
As always, this is a joyous day of acquisition, learning, and friendship.
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At The Heritage Roses Group Table

Alice Flores

There can never be too many
photos taken of this garden —
nor too many visits made to it.
If you missed Open Garden day — take
any opportunity to visit the Historic Rose
Garden. The location is 1000 Broadway, in
Sacramento. Summer hours are Monday,
Tuesday, and Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Summer events include “Deadheading At
Daybreak, Saturday, June 19 — beginning at
7:30 a.m. (Bring Pruners!) For complete
information, see the website at:
http://www.cemeteryrose.org/

Unidentified Treasure

“He picked up one of Lorna's roses and set it in my lap.
‘Here.’ I picked it up and smelled it. He poked me in the
shoulder. ‘See what I mean? Thorns don't stop you from sniffing. Or putting them in a vase on the kitchen table. You work
around them.... Cause the rose is worth it... Think what you'd
miss.’”
― Charles Martin, Chasing Fireflies
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Rayford Clayton Reddell
August 18, 1936 - June 2, 2014
Rayford Clayton Reddell passed away
June 2, 2014 at 77 years of age.

Ray was born in Jennings, Louisiana.
He is preceded in death by his parents,
Clayton Jeff Reddell and Saih Vidrine
Reddell, his sister, Betty Reddell Istre,
and his loving partner, Bob Galyean. Ray
is survived by one special niece, Kathleen Istre Alonso, and two grand nephews, Robert Bridges and Rayford Curt
Bridges.
Ray graduated from Jennings High
School and attended Louisiana State University where he graduated with a BA. At
the University of Maryland, he earned an
MA in Audiology, followed by a PhD in
Audiology from Stanford University. After 12 years with the Veteran's
Administration, Ray joined the San Francisco Hearing and Speech Center
as Director of Research and Audiology. In 1972, Ray was appointed Executive Director, in which position he served for 33 years.
During these years of building a career, Ray Reddell fell in love with
roses. That love changed his life forever.
In 1980, Ray purchased the nine-acre Garden Valley Ranch, in Petaluma, California.
Acting on his passion for roses, Ray proceeded to create a uniquely
lovely place.
As Ray’s love of roses developed, he became a teacher of roses —
instructing others how to grow beautiful, fragrant roses. As a top gardening writer, he received accolades from sources as diverse as M.F.K. Fisher, Horticulture, and the Wall Street Journal. Ray was a garden columnist
for the San Francisco Chronicle as well as a regular contributor to Horticulture magazine, but he was best known for his book, The Rose Bible.
Ray’s Garden Valley Ranch became the largest and most distinguished supplier of garden roses in the United States.
Ray did not wish for a formal service or flowers, but preferred that
donations be made in lieu of flowers to the Hearing and Speech Center of
Northern California, 1234 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, CA 94115.
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‘Alice Hamilton’
Our ‘Alice Hamilton’ was among the roses imported from France byVintage Gardens. We ordered it from their 2010 Import Rose List, and it was delivered in the latter part of 2013.
At: http://www.vintagegardens.com/roses.aspx?cat_id=2 Vintage Gardens
— Cont. on Pg. 7
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— Cont. Fron Pg. 6

tells us this about “Alice”:
“We received a rose under this name from Europe some years back
which appeared to be nothing more than Old Blush, and that is what we
find again and again in American collections. The real Alice Hamilton
was a fiery red to crimson colored China, pink in cooler seasons, well
scented and quite a vigorous shrub. Accounts from the Cote d’Azure in
the 1930s recommended this rose to Americans in mild winter climates.
We suspect that this may be another mystery, and not the real Alice
Hamilton, but we will look forward to the challenge.”
I admit that I have not seen my ‘Alice Hamilton’ exhibit anything approaching “fiery red to crimson,” but it DOES seem to be a China-like rose of
considerable vigor, with the sort of disease-resistance I’ve come to expect from
Nabonnand-bred roses. AND it certainly looks like a rose which might have
had ‘Old Blush’ for a parent.
HelpMeFindRoses provides the following “Breeder Notes”:
Alice Nabonnand (Nabonnand 1904). Fl. rouge cramoisi brillant veloute [velvet, mellow, downy] , reflet [reflection, glint, glance, gleam]
garance [rose madder], tr. gr., demi-pl., gr. petales, bouton allonge,
odor. Arb. tr. vig., tr. florif.
(Description from P.&C. Nabonnand's catalogue).
i.e. Bright Crimson red, shades of garance [rose madder],
very big, semi-double, big petals, elongated bud, scented, very
vigourous bush, very floriferous.
Distributed by Paul and Clement Nabonnand in 1904. (G. Nabonnand
died in 1903).
So — It’s a guessing game — but a very, very nice rose, and one which I
think we shall enjoy very much.
— JJ, 3-2-14

Other
Faces of
‘Alice
Hamilton’
China, France,
G. Nabonnand,
1904
— Cont. on Pg. 4
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The Tea Rose,
“Jesse Hildreth”
In The San Juan Bautista Campo Santo

We worried, helplessly, as one old
rose after another, in this historic Northern
California city was lost.
We feared more would go. A steep decline in the condition of the cemetery’s iconic “Jesse Hildreth” Tea Rose was the last straw. Letters were written and sent — and now a new local Heritage Roses Group has taken hold,
with a clear intent to preserve the historic roses of San Juan Bautista.
On May 17 — The day before the Celebration Of Old Roses in El Cerrito,
HRG Board Member (and Gold Coast Member) Jill Perry (Curator of Roses,
San Jose Heritage Rose Garden) conducted a tour of the old roses in the historic hilltop cemetery, followed by a discussion and demonstration of propagation. Jeri and Clay Jennings, with a number of other visitors, joined the group.
A visit to the roses in this cemetery is always a happy occasion. The greatest joy of this generally joyous morning was the sight of “Jesse Hildreth.”
Protected by the new group, the old rose has energetically produced a bevy of
new canes, and was just finishing up a big flush of bloom.
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ABOVE: Jill Discusses the “Flagpole Rose,” a
probable Hybrid Perpetual Rose.
LEFT: Clay Jennings with “Jesse Hildreth”
BELOW: “Jesse Hildreth”

Jill Discusses A Very Vigorous
‘Lady Mary Fitzwilliam”
And (Right)
‘Perle d’OR’

Our thanks and admiration to the new San Juan Bautista Heritage Roses Group (and to Jill Perry!).
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Celebrating The “Celebration”

The Celebration Of Old Roses, May 2014
For many years, the crowning rose event of a California spring has
been the mid-May “Celebration Of Old Roses.” Held in the community center, in El Cerrito, not far from the home of the late Miriam Wilkins, founder of
the Heritage Roses Group, the “Celebration” draws lovers of Old Roses from
around California – and in many years, from around the world.
Since Miriam’s passing, her own local Heritage Roses Group — The
Bay Area Group — continues the event in her honor.

Setting Out The Display
As with a conventional rose show, the visitors are participants, who
“make” the show, bringing Old Rose blooms from their garden, to be set out
on display tables by class. But, at THIS rose show, there are no judges. Visitors are encouraged to pick blooms up – touch them – smell them – compare
them to blooms of other roses.
Though Teas, Chinas, and cluster-flowering Noisettes are the best
roses in my own coastal Southern California garden, I am often drawn to the
side of the table devoted to the old, once-blooming European roses. Where
else, after all, am I going to enjoy these ancient, often mysterious beauties?
(Surely not in MY garden,
where lack of winter-chill
dooms them.)
Of course, I must
also visit the Teas, Chinas,
and Noisettes. (There might,
after all, be something there I
NEED.)
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No one should fail to
visit the arrangements, displayed
in the back of the long room. The
table of unidentified roses is another “must see.” And while you
walk from place to place, be sure
to check out the vendors, selling
“rosy” merchandise, from delicate hand-painted china, to books,
to jewelry and on and on.
This year, I worried that
late winter heatwaves might have
limited the display. Most bloom
WAS early, this year. I should
not have worried. There was certainly ENOUGH bloom to make
the room colorful, festive, and
fragrant.

Jacquie Schmidt’s Found Rose:
“Schmidt’s Smooth Yellow”
This Thornless Rose, of Polyantha Type, May Be
The Lost ‘Eugenie Lamesch’
(Polyantha; Peter Lambert, Germany, 1899; Aglaia
X William Allen Richardson)

Outside the building, in front, and in
the courtyard, you could buy the roses
you most-covet.
Friends of Vintage Gardens were
there to sell own-root roses in wellgrown bands. There, I found the very
well-grown band of ‘N 92 Nanjing’ I
had longed for. (It is now growing
lustily and has produced its first little
flush of bloom!) The Bay Area HR
‘Lady Mary Fitzwilliam’
Group sold roses. Tom Liggett
brought roses. At the HRG “Local Groups” table, several rarities were offered
in Silent Auction.

The Heritage Roses Group itself, for the first time, sold wellgrown 1- and 5-G own-root roses, propagated for the event by Board Member
Alice Flores* ( and sold by Alice, with her lovely granddaughter). Those roses
included cultivars that are simply no longer in commerce – or which, as rare
Found Roses, have NEVER been in commerce.
I have been privileged to make my pilgrimage to the Celebration every spring, for many years. Some years, there have been more roses – some
years, fewer. Some years, more visitors. Some years fewer. I left this year’s
event with a feeling joy and hope. We had somewhat fewer visitors, BUT we
saw a high percentage of new faces. Our “Local Groups” table was busy all
day, fielding questions from younger gardeners, who had only recently dived
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into the beauty of Old Roses. These folks
were filled with questions. They sought recommendations. And many of them bought
roses to take home, choosing carefully with
an eye to where the new additions would fit
into their gardens.
We took in new memberships, and membership renewals (and we, ourselves, bought a
few roses).
The whole day was a Celebration. Of Roses,
and of Miriam Wilkins’ vision — of sharing,
and preservation.
It began in beauty.
Judy Eitzen
(Sacramento City Cemetery Historic
Garden Newsletter Editor and
Webmistress — with the Jennings
Therapy Dogs

It ended in beauty.
We’re already looking forward to next year –
and hope you can join us.
-- Jeri Jennings, 7-6-14

*Alice Flores – Many of you may recall Alice’s excellent nursery – White Rabbit Roses.

Walking In Beauty
(Navajo Blessing)

Today I will walk out, today everything unnecessary will leave me,
I will be as I was before, I will have a cool breeze over my body.
I will have a light body, I will be happy forever,
nothing will hinder me.
I walk with beauty before me. I walk with beauty behind me.
I walk with beauty below me. I walk with beauty above me.
I walk with beauty around me. My words will be beautiful.
In beauty all day long may I walk.
Through the returning seasons, may I walk.
On the trail marked with pollen may I walk.
With dew about my feet, may I walk.
With beauty before me may I walk.
With beauty behind me may I walk.
With beauty below me may I walk.
With beauty above me may I walk.
With beauty all around me may I walk.
In old age wandering on a trail of beauty, lively, may I walk.
In old age wandering on a trail of beauty, living again, may I walk.
My words will be beautiful.
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— ‘Sunshine’ — See Page 14
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(Bred by Marcel Robichon (France, 1927; ‘George
Elger’ [Eugene Turbat & Compagnie, 1912] × ‘William
Allen Richardson’ [Veuve Ducher, 1878, Seedling of
Reve d’Or]; Int., U.K., Wm. Cutbush & Son, 1927.

Yellow was for a long time a difficult color
to achieve in roses, and it remains rather uncommon among Polyantha Roses.
‘Sunshine’ is a cross of a Polyantha of unrecorded breeding x a seedling of the excellent
Tea-Noisette, ‘Reve d’Or’. Like most of its near
kin, ‘Sunshine’ lives up to its name by preferring warm temperatures.
Small, double, egg-yolk-yellow blooms age to white, but make an eyecatching sunny statement as they do so. The fragrance, listed as “mild, sweet,”
is in fact as richly, sweetly fragrant as any Noisette or Tea Noisette.
‘Sunshine’ is not widely available. Two U.S. sources are:
Rogue Valley Roses — www.roguevalleyroses.com (Own-Root) and
Burlington Rose Nursery — burlingtonroses.com (Own-Root or Budded)
(In my cooler coastal climate, own-root was not successful, but ‘Sunshine’ is happy here as a
budded plant)
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Thoughts On Budding
— Kim Rupert
The following text is derived from a Gardenweb (Antique Rose) Forum discussion on learning to bud roses. Kim reminds us that not all
roses will grow satisfactorily on their own roots. For some roses, budding is the only effective answer.
Chip budding is the easiest method to use. Playing with Huey, Fortuniana, Hume and Pink Clouds, I see why Burling [Leong — Burlington Rose
Nursery] prefers Pink Clouds. It appears to have a thicker cambium layer with
extremely easy to lift bark and it roots like a weed! Images I recently posted of
the triple buds at each growth bud and suckers with roots are of Pink Clouds.
Start practicing NOW. No kidding.
Root yourself some suckers of Huey, from a bush in the yard, then start
slapping stuff you don't care about on them until you've developed the feel for
it and have an acceptable success rate. DO NOT wait until you have THE rose
you've been dying to obtain to start. That's like buying a new camera you have
absolutely no idea how to use the day before your round the world travels.
Parafilm is the easiest product to use. Forget budding knives. Stick with
disposable, single edged razor blades. Treat them with respect and dispose of
them properly. I've never cut myself with one yet and I've been using them to
bud for twenty years. They're always sharp and a whale of a lot cheaper then a
respectable budding knife. You could use a box cutter knife that uses the razor
blades to make them easier to hold on to. I never have.
It's going to require a few tries before you get the hang of it. Take Paul
Barden's advice and use suckers from the yard to practice on now. Once you
have the technique down, and you're past allowing it to overwhelm and intimidate you, it's easy to bud half a dozen in just a few minutes when you find suitable material of something you want to replicate. Don't wait, just DO it. You
will be glad you did!
I usually don't attempt anything smaller than the cocktail straw gauge,
as something that thin often doesn't work for me in my conditions. The cocktail
straw is my bottom size. I inserted six buds from the thickest growth from
‘Centre Stage’ yesterday into the top of a very tall (about 30") ‘Cardinal
Hume’ whip in hopes of turning it into a shorter weeping standard instead of an
acreage eater. The best material I had from ‘Centre Stage’ was about cocktail
straw size.
The suggestion is usually made to match the size scion with stock as it
makes it easier to match the cambium layers of the two pieces, but that isn't
always possible. What if you're budding a miniature tree standard? What if the
15

scion never generates anything as thick as the stock? It will work just fine as
long as the cambium layers are matched in at least one point; the scion is NOT
wider than the stock and you NEVER let them dry out until there is growth
from the scion. That is one benefit of Huey over most others. It rejects far fewer scions due to water stress than almost any others.
Ralph Moore showed me many years ago that all it takes is ONE contact
point between the scion and stock. He would often graft small stem pieces of
thin material by inserting the graft at an angle under the bark flap on the stock.
If you consider the sliced section of the tiny stem has two, thin lines of cambium layer, one on each side just under the bark, and the stock has matching layers or lines of cambium layer under its bark, instead of attempting to match
these thin lines of cambium along their lengths, put the graft in at an angle so
you have the potential of matching them like two small x’s.
Perhaps if you take the index and middle fingers of your two hands to represent the cambium layers of the two parts and instead of laying them on top of
each other, parallel to each other, you cross them, even at a very small angle,
you might be able to imagine them as the cambium layers of the two pieces.
I think grafting thin stems like that offers greater chances of success than
attempting to use a single bud from the thin material. The thinner the piece, the
faster it dries out or fries due to heat or any direct sun. The larger the material,
the more moisture it contains and the less danger there is for it to overheat as
quickly.
I do root longer pieces of stock material and insert multiple buds of the
same variety in them. Not to produce a garden ready plant but to establish the
variety in my garden. Once you have one started, you can make as many more
from it as you wish. If it's something I don't already have a plant of, why
"waste" several stocks with one bud each for potential failures when you may
be able to insert three, four or even more of the same variety into one stock?
I've posted photos previously of the ‘Mystique Ruffles’ I multiple budded in
the thread to show the difference between the piece of it which rooted and the
plant that I budded.
Back to matching thickness... You can easily use a thinner guage scion
on a thicker guage stock, but not the reverse. As long as the bud lies flat on the
stock and there is at least one contact point between their cambium layers; it's
tied in tightly to insure sap flow between the two pieces (presuming the sap in
the stock is flowing well - it is in active growth, and the bud doesn't dry out
before insertion); and the stock is not permitted to dry out before they knit together, it should succeed.
The main reasons for failure (but not exclusively) are too much wood on
the back of the bud, preventing cambium to cambium contact. stock to the bud.
The one on the right has wood behind it which will not knit to the stock as the
wood doesn't contain what I call the 'stem cells' the cambium does, so the bud
will dry out and die.
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“It's going to require a few tries
before you get the hang of it. Take
Paul Barden's advice and use
suckers from the yard to practice
on now.”
This is "chip budding" instead of the "T" bud. It is far faster, far easier
and can much more easily be mastered. I hope you can see in these photos
there is the outer skin (bark), the cambium layer (the brighter green, 'juicier'
layer between the bark and the pith. The white inside is the pith. Think of it as
skin, circulatory system and bone. Skin and bone will not knit together as they
don't flow sufficient sap and they don't contain the 'stem cells' to grow together.
The cambium layer does.

With practice, you can train yourself to slice the bark strip through the cambium so you leave a layer of cambium exposed across the opening rather than
through it into the pith, leaving only a thin strip of cambium on either side.
19

With practice, you can train
yourself to slice the bark strip
through the cambium so you
leave a layer of cambium exposed across the opening rather
than through it into the pith,
leaving only a thin strip of cambium on either side.

That will allow you to place
whatever size bud you have (as
long as it is not wider than the
stock) on the cambium surface
and tie it is securely, increasing
your success chances greatly.
If you have a surface of cambi-

um tissue, it isn't necessary to
match the cambium of the scion
(bud) to the cambium of the stock
as the whole contact area between
them will be cambium. If you've
sliced through into the pith, you
need to match the cambium of the
bud to at least one point of the
cambium of the stock. Sounds
difficult and it is initially, but you
quickly learn how to do it.
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For chip budding, you make a cut as
I've shown above, then slip the bud
under the top flap to help hold it in
place while you match the cambium
tissues.
I often find it helpful to use the point of
the single edge razor blade I use for
budding to lift the top flap edge so I
can more easily slip the top of the scion
shield under it, then I can manipulate
the bud shield so I feel the cambium
layers are in contact with one another.
You can imagine how this method can
make it easier to use smaller buds on

thicker stocks, particularly if you've
left cambium tissue on the stock
when you sliced through the bark.
This is a larger bud, which is appropriate for this stock as I removed it
from this piece just above this photo.
It grew on this stick so it is appropriate in size to bud to it.
Once you have your scion situated where you want it, tie it in securely. You
don't want your buds to dry out before insertion, so it helps greatly to have
something like a large, clean jar lid with water in it to place your bud in until
you insert it. Mel Hulse used to suggest holding the bud on your tongue between removing it and inserting it in the stock. His success rate was very high
so that should work. I just don't want to
do that, so I either put the bud in the
container of water I hold the bud sticks
(the stems I'm removing buds from) or a
jar lid with water. The shallow jar lid it
a lot easier than a cup of water, as you
can imagine.
Here you can see how I've inserted multiple buds of the same variety in the
stocks.
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There is historic precedent for multiple budding. Tree roses are often double to
triple budded so you know it works. All you need is to get one to take so you
can produce more. If all you have to work with are thin pieces with small buds,

it will benefit you to get one growing so it will probably produce thicker canes
with larger buds, from which you can more easily bud a heftier plant which is
likely what you're after in the first place.
Keep your stocks WELL watered so they continuously flow sap. If they are
dry and not actively growing, you're not going to have an easy time lifting the
bark and anything you insert under the bark is not likely to grow. Keep your
buds wet between removing them from the bud sticks and inserting them under
the bark. If they dry out, they usually fail.
Keep your budded stocks well watered after budding. One of the easiest ways
to lose a bud is to let the plant dry out. Many stocks are highly suceptible to
bud loss due to drying out. Dr. Huey is one of the best for continuing sap flow
even when the plant gets dry, which is one reason it has been so popular for
commercial production.
I use moisture control soil because of my climate. I find if I only water the pot
with a hose (as most of us do) it eventually dries out to the point that I have to
water it nearly daily. But, soaking them in a pan of water over night or all day
saturates the soil and they hold for several days until I need to water again.
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WATCH FOR MOSQUITOES if you use this suggestion or if you have water standing in saucers! I'm not having the issue yet because the pots absorb the
water quickly and what's left evaporates before they have a chance to utilize it.

I've found I'm using much less water for these pots by soaking them instead of
watering them. And, they are growing significantly faster. Go figure! Soaking
the pots is also pushing the newly rooted cuttings much faster, too.
I'm sure there are things I've forgotten here, but hopefully these
will help give you some ideas to make it easier. Good luck! Kim

“Feeling at peace, however fragilely, made it easy to
slip into the visionary end of the dark-sight. The rose
shadows said that they loved the sun, but that they
also loved the dark, where their roots grew through
the lightless mystery of the earth. The roses said: You
do not have to choose. ”
― Robin McKinley, Sunshine
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San Jose Heritage

ROSE GARDEN

Open Garden & Rose Sale
Sat., Sept. 27, 9 a.m.—2 p.m.
This is your opportunity to buy roses propagated from the Jim Delahanty collection, AND from the mystery roses of historic San Juan Bautista. If you’ve wished for a chance to grow the wonderfully applescented climber, ‘Mel’s Heritage’ — THIS is your chance.

‘Mel’s Heritage’

Enjoy talks on rose propagation and/or composting techniques. Experienced Rosarians will be on duty for questions.

