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Forecasts Are Not Encouraging,
And We’re Still Awful Dry

We’ve been sittin’ here in a historic drought, waitin,’ hopin,’ an’ prayin,’ 
that an El Nino winter will bring us all the rain we could wish for.  

Well, Fall is here, and it’s looking less and less like El Nino is going to be 
our salvation in 2014-15.  

The latest predictions were released (appropriately enough) on the 13th of 
November.  They say, we’ve got a 53% of a “weak-to-moderate” El Nino.   
No drought-buster for us.  The word is “think about how to use less water.”  
LESS water?  LESS WATER????  BAD news for gardeners.

Over the past couple of months, rather than rain, we’ve had wave after 
wave of scorching heat.  Gardening websites are heavy with reports of dying 
garden plants, failing trees, and scorched foliage, as we try to balance the needs 
of plants, and the imperative, social, legal, and moral, to reduce water use dras-
tically.  

Greywater sounds better and better.
“Greywater or sullage is defined as wastewater generated 
from wash hand basins, showers and baths, which can be 
recycled on-site for uses such as toilet flushing, landscape 
irrigation and constructed wetlands. Greywater often in-
cludes discharge from laundry, dishwashers and kitchen 
sinks.” 
Greywater Action:  http://greywateraction.org/greywater-recycling tells 

us that “Greywater may contain traces of dirt, food, grease, hair, and certain 
household cleaning products. While greywater 
may look “dirty,” it is a safe and even beneficial 
source of irrigation water in a yard. There are 
many simple, economical ways to reuse greywater 
in the landscape.”  

I’m all ears.
Facebook users can also connect with Grey-

water Action at their Facebook site:  https://
www.facebook.com/greywateraction For in-
stance, I didn’t know about a Greywater workshop 
in Ventura, in September.  I wish I had!

— Cont. on Pg. 2
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Irrigation Disaster
During the worst of our record-

setting heat, our watering system 
malfunctioned.  It was so blazing 
hot then, even Clay Jennings could-
n’t face the hillside.  

We lost 3 or 4 roses.  The rest 
demonstrated their extraordinary 
ability to survive hard times.  
That’s not surprising.  Most of 
them, after all, were Found Roses 
to begin with.  

The Roses That Lived
Things like “The China From 
Adina,” “Autumn Damask,” and 
“Louise Avenue White HT” quit 
blooming, and died back some.  So 

did my hillside Chinas — but they SURVIVED.  “Grandmother’s Hat” 
dropped every leaf.  Now that it’s cooler, she has a full ensemble of new 
leaves, and is covered with buds.  She’s going to bloom like mad.  “Louise 
Avenue” is COVERED with big, fragrant, white blooms.   That’s my kinda 
rose.

These days we’re practicing a kind of garden triage — removing less-
important roses to save water for the ones we 
can’t bear to lose.  

Roses by my kitchen door get all of the 
kitchen rinse water that used to go down the 
drain.  It worked for my Great-Grandmother, on 
a Texas ranch, so I figured, it would probably 
work for me.  It has.  In fact, that kitchen-clean 
“waste-water” has improved dramatically the 
performance of several formerly-laggard roses.  

With all that, we cut our overall water use 
by more than 20% over corresponding dates in 
2013.  (But, NOW, we’re about out of water-saving options.)  

With a probable Brief, Weak Rainy Season, we all need to make the best 
use we can of every drop of water, soooooo . . . If you have water-saving tech-
niques and ideas, PLEASE SHARE THEM.  

Email suggestions to: heritageroses@gmail.com

DROUGHT, Cont. From Pg. 1

“Louise Avenue White HT”

“The China From Adina”
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Have you ever wondered how the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery’s 
Historic Rose Garden could possibly be so well-maintained?  

Well, PART of the secret, to be sure, is a wonderful group of regular vol-
unteers.  These great folks give their time and labor to keep this wonderful, and 
VERY historic place always shining.

But there’s more . . . !

Garden director Anita Clevenger tells us:   
“For a number of years the Sacramento historic city cemetery and its historic 
rose garden have benefited from teams of AmericaCorps volunteers. 

— See Pg. 4

Helping Hands In The Cemetery Garden
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— Cont. from Pg. 3:

Recently, 9 corps members 
helped weed, plant bulbs, trim 
roses, and share their energy 
and enthusiasm with Rose Gar-

den volunteers. Other Corps members helped with the annual lantern tours. 
Most of these young people had never been to California, and none of them 
had helped in a cemetery before! 

Unfamiliar With AmeriCorps?
AmeriCorps engages more than 75,000 Americans in intensive service 

each year at nonprofits, schools, public agencies, and community and faith-
based groups across the country.

Since the program’s founding in 1994, more than 900,000 AmeriCorps 
members have contributed more than 1.2 billion hours in service across Ameri-
ca while tackling pressing problems and mobilizing millions of volunteers for 
the organizations they serve. 

AmeriCorps programs do more than move communities forward; they 
serve their members by creating jobs and providing pathways to opportunity 
for young people entering the workforce. AmeriCorps places thousands of 
young adults into intensive service positions where they learn valuable work 
skills, earn money for education, and develop an appreciation for citizenship. 

To learn more about AmeriCorps, visit the website at:

http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps
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I’ve always be-
lieved that there is no 
bad time to visit the 
Historic Rose Garden in 
the Sacramento Historic 
City Cemetery.

I love this place in 
the spring, when every 
rose is bursting with 
bloom — but I visited 
here first on a cold mid-
November morning … 
and I still think that Fall 
is one of the special 
times here.

Plants are big.  
Bloom colors are more 
intensely colored than 
in the warm months. 
And you get a good 
sense of what roses are 
most-likely to fill your 
garden with blooms, 
right into winter.

— Cont. on Pg. 6
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So — What did we see???

Every time we visit this garden, we see things we have not seen on previ-
ous visits.  This time, one of our discoveries was ASTERS!

“Fine Gardening” 
Magazine says:

“Asters are the 
grande finale to the 
perennial garden, dis-
playing vibrant fall 
colors in shades of 
pink, purple, blue, and 
white. They’re also one 
of the last great feeding 
opportunities for bees, 

butterflies, and other pollinators. For gardeners, it’s a two-for-one deal: beau-
tiful blooms and a flurry of attractive wildlife.”

The part about BEES was certainly true!  This blue aster was simply alive 
with busy honeybees.

If you are as unfamiliar with Asters as I was, learn more about them at:

http://www.finegardening.com/all-about-asters
When I get ready to look for some Asters for our garden, I’ll look for blue.  

True blues still don’t exist in roses, and a touch of blue in the garden is a wel-

“Garberville Hybrid 
Perpetual”

come note.

“Garberville Hybrid Perpetual” came to us 
via Joyce Demits.  She said the rose was collect-
ed, not IN the Northern California town of Gar-
berville, but in a nearby cemetery.  (There are at 
least two in the vicinity — perhaps more).  This 
is a really lovely deep pink bloom tinted a bit to 
the lavender range, with a paler reverse.  

We grew “Garberville Hybrid Perpetual” in 
Camarillo for several years, but it was clear that 
it would never be happy in our conditions.  We 
donated our plant to the Cemetery.  This was the 

first time I’d seen it growing there, and I was happy to see how truly beautiful 
it is.
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I’ve never met a plant of ‘Autumn 
Damask’ (Quatre Saisons Continue, Dam-
ascena bifera, Four Season’s Rose) that I 
didn’t love.  There’s something about 
those raggedy blooms, with their button 
eye and wonderful fragrance that I can’t 
resist.

We know, now, that it was born of a 
cross of (R. moschata X R. gallica) X R. 
fedtschenkoana.  Ain’t science grand?

‘Autumn Damask’

‘Alba Odorata’

“Grandmother’s
Hat”

I first met ‘Alba Odorata’ in the old 
Pine Grove Cemetery, where a massive plant 
guards the grave of Christian Beckman.  
BEWARE of its prickles!  That warning 
aside, this really is a beautiful rose, and 
worth growing, if you have the space.

Take the time to read this rose’s 

There’s little to say about 
“Grandmother’s Hat” that has not already 
been said — but there it was in the Sacra-
mento Cemetery, blooming like mad, a 
few days before Hallowe’en.  

Some roses make handsome plants.  
Some have beautiful blooms.  Some offer 
fragrance.  Some are delightful in a vase.  
But in most California locations, 
“Grandmother’s Hat” truly has it all.

These days, it’s not always easy to 
find — but Clay Jennings promises that he 
will propagate a few plants, this winter.

Delightful Sights On A Fall Afternoon

“References” on the HelpMeFind website — http://www.helpmefind.com/
rose/l.php?l=2.108&tab=7

But friendship is the breathing rose, with sw

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.

“ . . . Friendship is the
Breathing rose, with sweets

In every fold.” 
— Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.



8

‘Aimee Vibert’
(Noisette, Jean-Pierre Vibert, France, 1828

Among the loveliest of Noisettes is this compact, upright bush from the 
great Vibert.  Very fragrant white blooms open from fat, red-touched buds to 
waft a wonderful musk fragrance.

The cemetery’s plant is one of the “legacy” plants — a leftover from the 
19th-Century, outside the boundaries of the formal garden.  I visit it when ever 
we go to the cemetery.

‘Aimee Vibert’

Keep an eye on this 
beauty — a demonstration of 
the truth that, when you put 
many extraordinary roses 
together in one place — ex-
traordinary things happen.

This rose is probably a 
seedling of one of the ceme-
tery’s other musk roses … 
Maybe Graham Thomas’s 
Musk Rose? 

I’m told that plans are 
afoot to give it a registered 
name.  It certainly seems to 
warrant that, as it’s an ideal 
landscape rose.

“Cemetery Musk Seedling”
(Open pollinated seedling, possible parent: R. moschata.)
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“Arcadia Louisiana Tea”
(Also Study-Named Legacy Of Eliza Fountain and “Phil’s Pink Cup Tea”)

A lovely rose of changeable color (palest blush to pink) with tremendous 
resistance to powdery mildew and rust — a strong Tea fragrance adds to its 
charms.  Found in many locations, from Louisiana to California, it must have 
had a historic name — but who knows what that might have been!

Two Found, Red,
Hybrid Tea Roses

It’s not all Old Roses in the Cemetery gar-
den.  Here are two gorgeous moderns.  One 

Hybrid Tea is “Pena Red.”  (See Right)

It’s identity is unknown, but this is the sort 
of red that glows in the afternoon sun, and sets 
hearts beating.  (Perfect foliage, too!)  I’d love 
to know where it came from, wouldn’t you?

‘Roundelay’  (Grandiflora;Swim, U.S, 
1954;  [Charlotte Armstrong x Floradora] Int. by 
Armstrong Rose Nursery)

Though this rose is also “Found” 
it has been identified.  Here is another 
disease-free deep red rose — one that 
was very popular in its day, though it is 
mostly forgotten now.  Strong, curious 
Tea fragrance.  LOVE IT!

“Pena Red”  
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A Few Special Roses . . .
The Cemetery Garden was established in 1994.  Over the years, more and 

more valuable, surprising, and endangered roses have been added.  

Here are a few of those . . .

“Tamalpais Homestead Tea”
http://www.helpmefind.com/gardening/l.php?l=2.37565

Cass Bernstein found this beauty at the site of a now-vanished house in the Mt. 
Tamalpais area of Mill Valley, CA.

Large, lovely blooms, blush– to seashell-pink, glow with apricot shading.  The 
fragrance is “tea-like,” though light.  New foliage has a Tea-Rose look — more 
mature foliage has a more “modern” appearance.  

If a bloom that nods does not enchant you, you might not like “Tamalpais 
Homestead Tea.”  If, on the other hand, you think those nodding blooms have a par-
ticular period charm, you will love “Tamalpais Homestead Tea,” you will (as I do) 
want rather badly to grow it.  (Yes, I have been watching that rose, ever since Cass 
donated it to the cemetery.)

I probably shouldn’t say anything, because things are at an early stage — but I 
know that, this year, the cemetery volunteers have taken a few cuttings of this rare 
beauty.  So … it is possible that it MIGHT be available at the April 18 Open Garden 
and Rose Sale.
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Bred by Captain George C. Thomas
(United States, 1920). 
Introduced in United States by Bob-
bink & Atkins in 1920 as 'Bloomfield 
Abundance'. 

‘Bloomfield Abundance’

It’s been two years since 
we first saw the re-discovered 
‘Bloomfield Abundance,’ 
presented by Fred Boutin, at a 
Sacramento seminar (Fall, 
2012).  There’s been time for 

the immature plant in the 
Sacramento Cemetery His-
toric Rose Garden to gain 
some size, and show a hint 
of its eventual habit.  Even 
at this still-immature stage, 
the Cemetery plant (donated 
by Fred Boutin) appears to 
be settling into the “urn-
shaped” configuration 

shown in a historic photo (below).  The cemetery plant is disease-free, 
and was blooming well when I saw it in late October (as were other 
Hybrid Tea Roses in the garden, both old and modern.)   

Fred Boutin’s Photo

I’d love to see it grown budded, as 
it must have been grown in the 1920’s, 
but I do not doubt its attribution. 

To learn 
more, directly 
from Fred Boutin, 
use the link on the 
right to hear and 
see his Septem-
ber, 2012 discus-
sion.
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Giannini Tea
(Found Rose, Calaveras Co., Sierra Foothills, CA; Probable Tea Rose)

“Giannini Tea”, found 
in Calaveras County,  is yet 
another in a parade of won-

derful Tea Roses — tough and beautiful survivors of Gold Rush days —
found in hidden corners of California’s Sierra Foothills.  As we sink ever-
deeper into drought, our garden hopes and plans must turn inevitably to 
roses which have already proven their ability to survive on the slimmest 
rations.  As the Cemetery’s plant matures, the garden’s volunteers will be 
making plans to propagate this beauty — for the best hope that these culti-
vars will continue to survive lies in the broadest possible distribution of 
plants.

One suggested identity for “Gianinni Tea” is ‘Perle des Jardins,’ a Tea Rose 
bred by Antoine Levet (père), and introduced in France in1874.

“How did it happen that their lips came together? How does it happen 
that birds sing, that snow melts, that the rose unfolds, that the dawn 

whitens behind the stark shapes of trees 
on the quivering summit of the hill? 

A kiss, and all was said.”
— Victor Hugo
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The Sacramento Historic 
City Cemetery . . .

Beautiful 
In 

Any  
Season

If we ever get a few rainy days, and you’re looking for entertainment, 
spend some time at the Historic Rose Garden’s website:

http://www.cemeteryrose.org/

Webmistress Judy Eitzen keeps the site current.  This isn’t one of those 
websites where the latest information is three years old.  This historic place 
is a “happenin’” place — and the website lets you keep up with the many 
tours and classes which take place through the year.  (I’ve only been to the 
“Lantern Tour.”  I want to do more!)

Right now, there’s a notice of an upcoming pruning demonstration 
(Dec. 1) and an Early Bloom tour on March 30.  But watch for more events, 
through the year.

Open Garden and Rose Sale
DATE SET!

The annual Open Garden and Rose Sale will be held on April 18 — and 
volunteer propagators are working hard.  This next sale promises to be a 
humdinger — offering more plants and more and more uncommon and rare 
cultivars.

So — if you are EVER going to make the pilgrimage to Sacramento 
DO IN IN 2015!
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“Legacy Of The Richardson Family”
(aka “George Washington Richardson)

“Legacy Of The Richardson Family”
In April, 2011

“Legacy Of The Richardson Family”
aka “George Washington Richardson”

The Rose Survives
(But … For How Long?)

Oct., 2014
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“Love thou the rose, yet leave it on its stem.”
— Edward G. Bulwer-Lytton

Going … Going … Soon To Be Gone
Same Cemetery — Different Roses

This Is How We Lose Them

‘Red
Radiance’

2007

2007

2014

‘Louis
Philippe’

2007

2007

2014

2007

“Delta
Flobelle
Duncan”

GONE

— Concludes on Pg. 16



— Side-Trip, cont. From Pg. 15

“Ferndale Red China” was collected in 
the unbelievably evocative 1876 cemetery in 
the historic Victorian town of Ferndale, CA.  
It has now been lost from that place, but was 
offered by Vintage Gardens, and is now 
planted in the Sacramento City Cemetery.  

We were fortunate enough to buy it at 

the April 2014 sale, 
there — and it is prov-
ing to be a valuable 
rose in Southern Cali-
fornia — disease-free 
and vigorous.

HEADS UP!!
I hear“Ferndale Red China” will probably be 

offered at the April 18, 2015 sale.



“Louise 
Ave. 

White 
Hybrid

Tea”

Mary Louise Harrington found 
“Louise Ave. White Hybrid Tea” —
spotted on her drives to and from work 
in the San Fernando Valley.  A little 
detective work told her that the house 
was built some time around 1920 —
and that it was the site of one of the 
Valley’s first Walnut Orchards.

The widow of the builder is said to 

have lived in the home 
well into the 1990’s, so 
it is probable that the 
rose had care and water 
through most of the 
20th Century.

“Louise Ave. 
White Hybrid Tea was 
collected as late as 
2005, and a now mature 



plant is thriving in the Historic Rose Garden of the Sacramento Historic Ceme-
tery.   The mother plant was doing well, as late as 2005 — but a Google Earth 

Circa 2005

image of the house at the corner of Louise Ave. and Lanark St. shows the prop-
erty substantially cleared, and the house greatly deteriorated.  The rose, howev-
er, DIDN’T LOOK THAT BAD, early in 2014.

The most recent summer of drought, though, has hit the old plant hard.  
Kim Rupert kindly went to the site, this Fall, and took photos which we can 
compare to earlier images.

The house is being re-built.  Things don’t look all that “rosey” for the rose.  

Successive heatwaves through 
this calendar year have done 
huge damage.  With the house 
being remodeled, it seems like-
ly that the old plant will be lost.  

Knowing that the rose will 

live on in other locations should content me, I suppose, but I hate to see a 
tough old rose lost.
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Back Cover Roses

“Jesse Hildreth” “Jesse Hildreth”
“De la Vina

Mystery”

‘Porcelain
Rose’

‘Porcelain
Rose’

‘Mme.
Lombard’




