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If I’ve learned anything In the past few weeks,
It’s that no garden is “permanent”.
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. . . NOW, we could — we really COULD lose the 
Historic Rose Garden in the Sacramento Historic 
City Cemetery.

A Deadline March 12th article in the Sacramento Bee was the 
first intimation most of us received that the garden was in danger.  
The work of decades of volunteers could be lost at the whim of 
“City Staff.”
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Under harsh new “Guidelines” and with no public input or discus-
sion, orders came down for the removal of arbors, trellises, decorative 
arches, tripods and other supporting structures.  

Plants — roses and others — are ordered removed from plots where 
many have grown for decades.  Markers and monuments are to be made 
visible from every direction . . . Requiring harsh pruning.  Plants must 
be cut back to no less than a foot distant from markers and monuments.  

Unlike the Historic Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, VA — or 
the Lynchburg City Cemetery, roses and other plants will NOT be al-
lowed to drape gracefully over, or near, tombstones — must, in fact, be 
no closer to the stone than 12 inches.  This decree included “legacy” 
roses, which had survived in the cemetery though decades of neglect.  
These must be moved — an action which would kill the plants, and 
doubtless damage 130-plus year-old burials.

Climbing roses, must be removed to surrounding fences (where I 
foresee that they will soon be judged to be nuisances — requiring re-
moval.

All this was to be in process by mid-March, with a final deadline 
for completion of “renovations” (destruction) of Dec. 1, 2016.

Read more here: 

http://www.sacbee.com/entertainment/living/home-garden/
article65582972.html#storylink=cpy

‘Buff Beauty”



4

The New City Issued “Guidelines” 
For Plantings in the Historic City Cemetery:

Guidelines for plant locations were issued in August, 2015, and re-
vised in January. They removal supports (trellises, arbors, tuteurs, etc.) 
from climbing roses, ensuring that monuments are visible from all di-
rections.

See the entire text of the Guidelines at:
http://www.cemeteryrose.org/

Thanks to Councilmember Steve Hansen, these draconian 
“Guidelines” are on hold, pending resolution of the now growing con-
flict.  But the guidelines are not defeated.  The danger remains very re-
al.

Volunteers, City residents and rose lovers have sent messages to 
city management and elected officials — expressing their concern at the 
guidelines and their effect on the cemetery and its gardens.

PLEASE JOIN THIS EFFORT.

The Sacramento Preservation Commission heard concerns about the 
guidelines at their April meeting (April 13, 5:30 in Sacramento's City 
Hall, 915 I Street, Sacramento).

A team of concerned citizens has identified talking points to share with 
the City Manager and elected officials:

SAVE Sacramento Historic Pioneer Plot 
Cemetery and Its Gardens!
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

City Staff decisions and mandates were made in relevant secrecy.  
The process was flawed, from the beginning — appearing to be based 
on personal bias, rather than facts.  Even the City’s Historic Preserva-
tion Committee was bypassed and blindsided.  As the news emerged, a 
public uproar began.

An 1866 cemetery photograph shows plants next to cemetery mon-
uments, structures and trellises in a traditional Pioneer Plot design typi-
cal of its time and place.  

The Cemetery as it presently exists replicates that Pioneer Plot 
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Cemetery — including typical.  A Cemetery of the 19th Century — as 
its founders visualized it … complete with roses and other plants sym-
bolizing life and resurrection 

Appropriately enough, the Cemetery’s National Historic Register 
Designation is as a “GARDEN Cemetery.” 

This new emphasis on Hardscape — markers and statuary, is 
achieved at the expense of this garden aspect.  In so doing, it devalues 
the cemetery’s historic integrity, as such plants and structures were in-
cluded in the original application as submitted.  They meet Department 
of the Interior standards, and their removal could actually jeopardize 
the historic designation..

What’s Wrong with the Guidelines
The City’s “Guidelines” demonized most plants — not just roses —

as harmful to the historic fabric of the garden demanding their removal.  
They insist without evidence that plants damage the stone markers.  
They appear to have confused carefully rooted clones of historic plants 
with modern ones.  These roses in the cemetery, mostly collected from 
other pioneer plot cemeteries, are living history. 

What’s Needed?
An open public process is required to develop new and flexible 

‘Comtesse du Cayla’
In The Sacramento City Cemetery’s Historic Rose Garden
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guidelines, which honor the builder’s intent to create a Pioneer Garden 
Cemetery — and to respect and protect the place as a cemetery, a muse-
um, AND a garden.  

The trellises and climbing roses are proper for the site and the peri-
od of significance, and should be permitted to remain.  And the decades 
of volunteer labor must be respected, along with the knowledge safe-
guarded by that force of volunteer labor.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Visitors to the Sacramento City Cemetery’s gardens bring money 

into the City.  So, even if you don’t live in Sacramento, let the City Of-
ficials know what you want to see happen.  CONTACT:

� Steve Hansen Councilmember, Dist. 4:  shansen@cityofsacramento.org
� Kevin Johnson Mayor mayor@cityofsacramento.org
� Angelique Ashby Councilmember, Dist. 1; (Mayoral Candidate) 

aashby@cityofsacramento.org 

For additional councilmembers go to:
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Mayor-Council/Districts

� Eric Fuller (Chair Preservation Commission): eric@bbse.com
� Darrell Steinberg (Mayoral Candidate): http://www.steinberg4sac.com/
� Doris Matsui Congresswoman:  Phone (916) 498-5600 
� Phil Serna Sacramento County Supervisor Dist. 1: 

SupervisorSerna@saccounty.net 
� Kevin McCarty State Assembly, Dist. 7:   

http://asmdc.org/members/a07/contact/contact-kevin
� Preservations Sacramento http://www.preservationsacramento.org/

Email:  preservation.sacramento@gmail.com

Visit:  
Preserve The Cemetery’s Beauty (Facebook Page):
https://www.facebook.com/preservethecemeterysbeauty/?fref=ts

REMEMBER!
30 years of loving volunteer labor turned a refuse-strewn wreck of a 

cemetery into a place loved and visited by people from 
around the world.  

Don’t let it all be in vain!
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‘Mrs. B.R. Cant’ In The Sacramento City Cemetery’s Historic Rose Garden
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What If It Rained On Open Garden Day?
Why . . .  People would come to the garden enjoy it, and get a little 

wet.  THAT’s what would happen.  And so, they did.  On April 9.

Despite a persistent drizzling rain, rose lovers were lining up long 
before the 9:30 a.m. opening time . . .  Some slipping into the garden to 
get a quick look at the sales table, so’s to know where the things they 
were most interested in were placed.

Despite the rain, they ran to the tables as the clock ticked 9:30, and 
there was the usual joyous confusion.  Some brought wagons, and 
friends to help in the search (smart move!).  As the rush calmed down, 
there were still good choices for relative latecomers, and time and 
breathing space for friends to gather at the Heritage Roses Group table.

There were still joyous “takers” for the various garden tours.  

I had a “mini tour” — as Fred Boutin walked Janelle Michele and I  
back to an open space near the Mark Hopkins mausoleum.  A “legacy 
plant”  — possibly ‘Lamarque’ (“Like-Lamarque”) grows there.  Very 
much like ‘Lamarque’, this plant sometimes produces single blooms.  

It was fully double on this rainy day, but oh, SO incredibly fragrant!

Fred Boutin Leads A Garden Tour on April 9
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Rose Sale Tables — Approximately 8:45 a.m.

“Like-Lamarque”

With Fred Boutin

“You pray for rain, you gotta deal with the mud, too.
That’s part of it”
— Denzel Washington
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The Preservation Commission Met
A meeting of the Preservation Commission was held on the evening 

of April 13, in Sacramento.  Here is a report from Preserve The Ceme-
tery’s Beauty:

https://www.facebook.com/preservethecemeterysbeauty/?fref=ts

Tonight was a night when Cemetery/Garden lovers showed 
up and were heard! Between 60-70 people attended - the largest 
number of people the commissioners had ever seen for a single 
agenda item. It counts as the packed house for which we had 
hoped! 32 people spoke, and 31 of the speakers were against the 
guidelines. They were so eloquent and passionate! In their clos-
ing comments, the commissioners commented on the quality of 
the presentations. And the result - the guidelines are going to be 
reviewed! 

The videotape webcast of the entire 2 hours of presentations 
will be posted tomorrow. [April 14, 2016]  I'll post the link when 
the webcast is available. So you can pop some popcorn, get a 
soda, and sit back and listen to the speakers yourself. May you 
be as moved as I was!

Thanks to the Preservation Commissioners for their time 
and open-minded consideration! Thanks also to all those who 
attended! Collectively, we are making a difference! I'll keep you 
posted about the review process!
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The Sacramento Bee Reports
By Debbie Arrington, darrington@sacbee.com

A new advisory committee will help city staff untangle the prickly 
issue of how to care for the gardens in Sacramento’s historic City 
Cemetery.

Roberta Deering, Sacramento’s preservation director, made the an-
nouncement during a marathon Preservation Commission meeting 
Wednesday night at Sacramento City Hall. About 60 people, mostly 
volunteers in the cemetery’s gardens, turned out for the five-hour 
meeting.

“The city’s cemetery manager and Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment director are preparing the establishment of a technical adviso-
ry committee,” Deering told the commissioners. The committee 
will include experts in ‘cultural landscapes, ornamental horticul-
ture, conservation and preservation planning.’”

Other details about this new advisory committee, which will be de-
termined by the parks department, are still in the works, Deering 
said.

The action follows a month of outcry from rose lovers, worried that 
new city guidelines designed to better preserve the cemetery’s mon-
uments would mean that dozens of rare roses might be lost. Interna-
tionally heralded, the cemetery’s award-winning Historic Rose Gar-
den is considered among the world’s best collections of older varie-
ties with more than 500 bushes, many one of a kind.

During a two-hour discussion, more than 30 people – most carrying 
roses – offered personal and passionate testimony in defense of the 
cemetery gardens and its many volunteers. Besides the rose garden, 
the cemetery also features major gardens devoted to perennials and 
California native plants.

“(The speakers) were really inspirational,” said commissioner Caru 
Browns, who visited the cemetery rose garden for the first time Sat-
urday. “I look forward to returning to the cemetery and seeing the 
continued evolution of the garden. ... Most important is the power 
of participatory decision making. The community of volunteers 

— Continued, Pg. 12
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Sacramento Bee, Cont. from Pg. 11

should definitely be part of decision making.”

“It’s a step in the right direction,” said rose garden curator Anita 
Clevenger. “I really appreciate the Preservation Commission for 
all their interest. What we need is a collaborative effort. We all 
need to work together.”

Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/
article71756367.html#storylink=cpy

“(The speakers) were really inspirational,” 
said commissioner Caru Browns, who visited 
the cemetery rose garden for the first time Sat-
urday. “I look forward to returning to the cem-
etery and seeing the continued evolution of the
garden. ... Most important is the power of par-
ticipatory decision making. The community of 
volunteers should definitely be part of decision 
making.”



It was a long night - and a long several months lead-
ing up to it. The City announced forming a Tech-
nical Advisory Committee to review the guidelines. 

There are many unknowns about how this will work, 
but it's a positive step toward having a public, more 
inclusive process. 

I cannot thank the many people who wrote letters, 
helped out in many other ways, turned out for the 
five-hour meeting and stayed to the end. 

32 people spoke to the Preservation Commission last 
night. Only one spoke out against us. If you have 
time, watch the video to see democracy and rose lov-
ers in action. 

I especially, humbly thank the Preservation Com-
mission for their patience and for putting this item 
on their agenda. I am in awe of their dedication to 
preservation and to Sacramento. 

— Anita Clevenger

APPENDIX: Pg. 1
A Look Back At The Meeting

Of The Preservation Committee

“A concerted effort to preserve our heritage is a vital 
link to our cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspira-
tional, and economic legacies - all of the things that 

quite literally make us who we are.”
— Steve Berry



Many thanks to Lita Munich,
Who Attended The Preservation Community Meeting, 

and Posted The Following Comments to Facebook:

" A museum of history, horticulture and art . . .” states Dr Bob La-
Perriere.

"“We can celebrate the rich history of the cemetery while cultivat-
ing these beautiful gardens as they exist.”  — Restoration Ecol-
ogist Casandra Wynn Musto.

"“We live in a climate that is heavily conducive to drying things.”  
— Ecologist Ava Butler

Leslie Hurbert, who manages the Hamilton Square Garden, states: 
“The underlying hardscape has little to no damage due to biologi-
cal growth. Some biological growth are protective. I say clean the 
marble, don't blame the gardens for a century's worth of biologi-
cal growth."

“Our Heritage Roses grow large but we keep them trimmed so the 
inscriptions & symbols can be read. The guidelines need to be 
pulled back & revised in full partnership with all stakeholders.” 
— Rick Scott, Volunteer.

“A quarter century of thoughtful planning & careful nurturing 
has given us, all of us, a treasure... which has an international 
reputation as a world-class garden that all of us can be proud of. 

Please do not allow a small group of city employees to arbitrarily 
destroy much of what has been so carefully & lovingly created.”
— Mattie Parfitt, Old City Cemetery Volunteer Tour Guide.

“The past is really almost as much a work of the 
Imagination as the future.”

— Jessamyn West

— Continued on Appendix Pg. 3

Appendix Pg. 2



The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties 

and the 
Guidelines for the Treatment of  Cultural Landscapes 

provide guidance to cultural landscape owners, stewards
and managers, landscape architects, 

preservation planners, architects, contractors, 
and project reviewers prior to and during 

the planning and implementation of project work.

The Secretary of the Interior is responsible for establishing professional 
standards and providing advice on the preservation of cultural resources 
listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Plac-
es. In partial fulfillment of this responsibility, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior’s Standards for Historic Preservation Projects were developed in 
1976. They consisted of seven sets of standards for the acquisition, pro-
tection, stabilization, preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and recon-
struction of historic buildings.

Since their publication in 1976, the Secretary’s Standards have been 
used by State Historic Preservation Officers and the National Park Ser-
vice to ensure that projects receiving federal money or tax benefits were 
reviewed in a consistent manner nationwide. The principles embodied 
in the Standards have also been adopted by hundreds of preservation 
commissions across the country in local design guidelines.

In 1992, the Standards were revised so that they could be applied to 
all historic resource types included in the National Register of Historic 
Places--buildings, structures, sites, objects, districts, and landscapes. 
The revised Standards were reduced to four sets by incorporating pro-
tection and stabilization into preservation, and by eliminating acquisi-
tion, which is no longer considered a treatment. Re-titled The Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, this 
new, modified version addresses four treatments: preservation, rehabili-
tation, restoration, and reconstruction. The Guidelines for the Treatment 
of Cultural Landscapes illustrate how to apply these four treatments to 
cultural landscapes in a way that meets the Standards.

Appendix Pg. 3

— Continue To Appendix Page 4



Another Facebook Comment:

"“The Preservation Commission meeting went on for FIVE HOURS. 
The first two-and-a-half hours were devoted to an infill project on 
F Street. It got boring at times but I was happy the Commission 
took every detail so seriously and really paid attention. The second 
two-and-a-half hours were ours. Dozens of cemetery volunteers, 
plus scientists, neighborhood activists, and historians spoke pas-
sionately and eloquently about the importance of the cemetery's 
Historic Rose Garden, as well as the Perennial Garden and Cali-
fornia Native Plant Demonstration Garden. There was one cur-
mudgeon who apparently hates all plants, but he was an anomaly. 
The city historian and city parks supervisor (who devised the dra-
conian guidelines) had to sit there and listen to it all. The moratori-
um on removing roses will stand while the city develops a smarter 
set of guidelines. Democracy in action, folks. Sometimes it works!" 

Of the four, Preservation standards require retention of 
the greatest amount of historic fabric, including the land-
scape’s historic form, features, and details as they have 
evolved over time.   Rehabilitation standards acknowledge 
the need to alter or add to a cultural landscape to meet contin-
uing or new uses while retaining the landscape’s historic char-
acter. Restoration standards allow for the depiction of a land-
scape at a particular time in its history by preserving materi-
als from the period of significance and removing materials 
from other periods. Reconstruction standards establish a 
framework for re-creating a vanished or non-surviving land-
scape with new materials, primarily for interpretive purposes.

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, re-
vised in 1992, were codified as 36 CFR Part 68 in the 12 July 1995 Federal Register 
(Vol. 60, No. 133) with an “effective” date of 11 August 1995. The revision replaces 
the 1978 and 1983 versions of 36 CFR 68 entitled The Secretary of the Interior’s Stand-
ards for Historic Preservation Projects.

— Continued From Appendix Page 3

Appendix Pg. 4
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How Dedication Saved The Roses

“Pulich Children” In The Plymouth Pioneer Cemetery (Beverly Rose Hopper Photo)

There is some GOOD rose news. 

About a year ago, we learned from Robin Pulich that the roses in 
Plymouth’s historic pioneer cemetery had been hit by roundup, and 
were in terrible shape.

In this evolving disaster Beverly Rose Hopper stepped forward to 
make a difference.  

Beverly, a National award winning Master Rosarian, lecturer, au-
thor and community activist is Curator-Emeritus of the San Jose Mu-
nicipal Rose Garden, and Co-Founder of Friends of the San Jose Rose 
Garden. A Past-President of the Mother Lode and the Santa Clara Rose 
Societies, she currently grows about 250 roses in her Pine Grove, CA 
garden.  

If you want something done, ask a busy person.  Beverly took on 
the challenge of saving Plymouth’s roses — and showing Plymouth 
what a treasure they had.

After a year of mulching, watering, and trimming, the cemetery 
roses are now on the up-swing.  A few were lost — but it may be possi-

— Continued on Page 14
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— “Plymouth Roses” Continued from Page 13

ble to replace those.  

Most excitingly, under a dedicated program of care, the so very 
beautiful “Pulich Children” rose has shaken off the effects of 
Roundup, and has greeted springtime with a truly royal flush of bloom.  
We are ALL more grateful than we can say.

We are growing the “Pulich Children” rose on our Southern Cali-
fornia hillside.  After languishing in successive pots for a couple of 
years, it’s got a prime spot in the sun, and has rewarded us with fast, 
vigorous growth.  We’re excited!

There’s speculation that “Pulich Children” may be ‘Mons. 
Boncenne’ (Jean-Pierre Liabaud (France, 1864) .  Don’t get excited.  I’m 
a long way from convinced — but it’s fun to speculate.

“Pulich Children Photo by Beverly Rose Hopper

— Continue to Page 16
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— “Plymouth Roses” Continued from Page 14

“I feel as if I had opened a book and found roses of yesterday 
sweet and fragrant, between its leaves.” 

― L.M. Montgomery, Anne of the Island 

“Pulich Children Photo by Beverly Rose Hopper



In Mid-April, Beverly Sent This Report:
I’m very pleased with the progress of the 7 surviving ros-

es: “Pulich Children”, [the un-named] “McMillan Hybrid Perpetual”, 
“Rose de Castille”, ‘Manetti’, ‘Duchesse de Brabant’, ‘Hermosa’/ 
‘Setina’ and the unknown HT (possibly ‘General MacArthur’). All 
are in spring bloom except ‘Manetti’ which is about to burst forth in 
about a week.

That said, there are still visible lasting signs of Round-Up damage 
on all the roses. It’s pretty shocking to see how long-lasting the effect 
is. City staff have been respectful to keep herbicides at last 15 feet away 
from any rose (though one must realize in any pubic setting there are no 
guarantees.) The Roberts Plot rose has about 6 inches of live growth 
with foliage, but the rest is so horribly damaged by previous Round-Up 
that I don’t see it recovering.

Somebody did cut a long cane off Pulich Children.  It was spilling 
over the grave edging, and I’m not sure if it was staff or a random per-
son. Each rose already has a sign “Do Not Prune” along with other 
information, but it may be prudent to install additional signage and/or 
tie up sprawling canes as the roses gain size.

Between hand pulling and using a weed eater, weed control has 
been kept manageable, and I’m happy to report that yesterday the City 
of Plymouth bought weed cloth for the rose plots. Yay! Once weed 
cloth is installed, manure/mulch will go on top.

We are still waiting for those pesky scrub oak stumps to be re-
moved from Hermosa, but after talking with the City Clerk yesterday, 
I’m starting to reconsider. My concern is that, in removing the stumps, 
staff may accidentally damage the rose. I just got off the phone with 
the Director of Public Works and we agreed to meet on-site again to 
review options.

At some point I’d like to get from the Sacramento Cemetery a Cl. 
La France clone of the Plymouth plant to replace the one that died.

Seeing the roses spring back into life has been very gratifying! 

— Beverly Rose Hopper
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Beverly also added that she has fallen in love with the “Pulich Children” 
rose, and wants a plant for her own garden.  I’m not surprised!
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‘Hermosa’ or ‘Setina’

The “Rose Of
Castile”

More Plymouth Photos by Beverly Rose Hopper

“McMillen Plot” ?’General MacArthur’?
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A Possible Identification:
Is “George Washington Richardson”

‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’

I know it’s a very contrary 
attitude on my part . . .  But I 
REALLY don’t love identify-
ing “found” roses.  After all, 
who could not prefer a rose to 
be named “George Washing-
ton Richardson”?  (Or, if you 
prefer, “Legacy Of The Rich-
ardson Family”.) 

Nevertheless, I think it is possible that our friend Kim Rupert may 
have come up with an identification I cannot reject out of hand — no 
matter how I might try to do so.

“George Washington 
Richardson”

“George Washington Richardson”

“George Washington Richardson”
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Kim grows ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’ collected by me, from the Sacra-
mento City Cemetery’s Historic Rose Garden.  (Their plant came from 
Vintage Gardens.)

He grows “George Washington Richardson,” collected by me 
from the mother plant (shown on Pg. 16) in the Capay Valley Cemetery 
(Esparto, CA).

His comparisons are interesting:

Above And Below:
L: “George Washington Richardson” — R: ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’
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L: “George Washington 
Richardson” 

R: ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’

L: “George Washington 
Richardson” 

R: ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’

L: “George Washington 
Richardson” 

R: ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’

We are a long way from certainty, but the similarities are striking, 
and worthy of further observation.  

“George Washington Richardson” in Esparto is located only about 
80 miles away from the ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’ discovery site in Santa 
Rosa — so the “logistics” work.

An examination of the Esparto plant indicates that it was planted 
after George Washington Richardson’s death in 1896, but before his 
son’s death during WWII.  Also, and importantly, testing has shown that 
the Esparto plant is free of Rose Mosaic Virus and Prunus Necrotic 
Ringspot Virus — making a 19th-Century origin probable.

IS it the same as ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’? Could be.  Maybe.  Not 
certain . . .  Identification is tricky, but we may be on the right track.

And we may have a plant or two, to sell at the Celebration of Old 
Roses.
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“George Washington 
Richardson” photo-
graphed by Jeri Jennings.  
Photo taken in Camarillo, 
CA.

‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’ photo-
graphed by Kim Rupert.  Pho-
to taken in Santa Maria, CA.

“George Wash-
ington Richard-
son” photographed 
by Jeri Jennings, in 
Esparto, CA

‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’ photographed by 
Jeri Jennings, in the Historic Rose Gar-
den; Sacramento Historic City Ceme-
tery.

Some Bloom Comparisons
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More Identification Speculation
“Benny Lopez”

“Benny Lopez”

“Benny Lopez”
Found Rose — [Ingrid Wapelhorst/Ben Lopez, Santa Barbara, CA]

The last Found 
Rose we’ll discuss 
in this issue is the 
lovely “Benny 
Lopez”, found in 
Santa Barbara, CA

This rose grew 
in the back yard of 
a second-
ownership house, 
built in Santa Bar-
bara, some time 
after the Korean 
War. ‘Ardoisee de Lyon’ photo by Gregg Lowery



That’s when Korean War veteran Benny Lopez found it, at the 
home he’d just bought.

Over the years, Lopez propagated and re-propagated the vigorous, 
disease-resistant rose, eventually sharing it with family friend Ingrid 
Wapelhorst, who shared it with us, and the Sacramento City Cemetery.

Gregg Lowery, some years ago, purchased a “Benny Lopez” and 
has grown it next to the ‘Ardoisee de Lyon’ he imported some years 
ago.

Gregg’s ‘Ardoisee de Lyon’ was a good rose, but it was clearly 
plagued by viruses, resulting in deformed foliage and indifferent 
growth.

Gregg has come to believe that ‘Benny Lopez’ is a healthy 
(possibly not virused???) clone of ‘Ardoisee de Lyon’.  He is happy to 
have a healthy plant of a rose he likes.  

I’m never eager to proclaim an identity found.  (Personally, I LOVE 
Study Names, and would rather grow a rose called “Benny Lopez”.  

23

— Continued on Pg. 25
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!! NEW !!
Activities for Children

Children receive a FREE rose plant Courtesy HRGBA
(While supplies last!)

Admission is FREE!
Food and Soft Drinks are Available.

Bring Heritage Rose Blooms For Display!  
Bring An Arrangement of Old Roses.

Follow us on facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
celebrationroses/?fref=ts

For Info Call (510) 542-7149

El Cerrito Community Center
7007 Moeser Ln. El Cerrito, CA 94530

(Take 80 or 580 to El Cerrito.  Exit on Central Ave.  Go East until Central 
ends at Ashbury.  Turn Left.

Go straight ahead to Moeser Ave., and you’re there!) 

Sunday, May 15
2016

11 a.m. ‘til 3:30 p.m.
Over 100’ of Tables,

Packed With 
Beautiful roses!
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But be it ever so unwillingly, I must admit that Gregg’s conclusion 
looks promising.

That doesn’t mean we should rush out to lose the Study Name, and 
proclaim the rose identified.  Study Names tell us a lot about the 
origin of a plant, and we don’t want to lose that information.

So this is just something to tuck away in your records, and consider 
that “Benny Lopez” from Santa Barbara may, possibly, be a healthy 
plant of ‘Ardoisee de Lyon.’  If you already grow both, you have 
something to observe thoughtfully.

For more information on ‘Ardoisee de Lyon’ visit HelpMeFind:
http://www.helpmefind.com/gardening/l.php?l=2.344

For what it’s worth, ‘Ardoisee de Lyon’ was bred either by Frédéric 
Damaizin or by Plantier, in France, in 1858. 

— “Benny Lopez”, Continued From Pg. 23

Purchase heirloom and hard-to-find roses from specialty nurseries. 

Rose experts available to answer questions. 
SHOP for Rare perennials, Crafts, China, Books, Calendars, 

Honey, Jam, Jewelry, Clothing . . . 

In Short – Everything Rosey! 
Tool sharpening on site!  Bring clippers and loppers!

Talks and demonstrations are scheduled.




