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Memories Of The 2017

Open Garden
& Rose

Sale

In The Sacramento Historic
City Cemery
Historic Rose Garden

It’s just not supposed to work that way . . .
Nevertheless, even knowing in advance that rain would be our lot,
many of us made our way to the Historic Rose Garden in the wonderful
Sacramento Historic City Cemetery.
Friday, April 7 was “set up” day.
Saturday, April 8 was Open Garden and Rose Sale Day.
Friday morning was dry, but the
feel of rain was in the air. That
gave us a little time to wander
through the garden, greeting roses
we know well, and some we don’t.
Then, of course, as predicted,
the rain began.

“Moser Pink Stripe”
And
‘Rainbow’
They do, indeed,
appear to be
identical
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‘Mutabilis’
Beautiful, Even Soaking Wet
Bred by Unknown (before 1894). Introduced in Switzerland by Établissement
horticole "Floraire" H. Correvon in 1934 as 'Mutabilis'.
• Butterfly Rose • Chamois (china, before 1894)
• Rosa chinensis f. mutabilis Rehder
• Rosa chinensis mutabilis • Rosa mutabilis Correvon synonym • Rosa X odorata 'Mutabilis' • Tipo Ideale

Though it was not raining early Friday morning, it had certainly
rained the night before. ‘Mutabilis’ was there to greet us when we
stepped out of our motorhome — remarkably just as lovely soaking wet
as it is in its normal condition.
There was lots to see, and people to greet, too. I took a walk
through the garden with Judy Eitzen, making comparisons as we went.

‘Souv.
De
Mme.
Leonie
Viennot’
. . . In
Full
Bloom
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Fortunately for me — I was wearing thick rubber boots, a heavy
sweater, and an all-enveloping poncho. For the rain, indeed, began
soon enough, and continued off-and-on through the day.

Nevertheless, we got the roses — HUNDREDS of lovely roses —
labeled, sorted, and placed on the table, ready for sale.
With more rain and lots of wind predicted for overnight, we left the
task of putting up tents for Saturday morning.
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Then, we went and had dinner, and got a good night’s sleep —
knowing morning was going to arrive all too early!
And, it did. I was tired when we arrived. But lots of willing hands
got all of the tents up, merchandise and raffles in place, ready to go.
Then, folks started to arrive . . .
Anita Clevenger Photo

Tom Jefferson Photo

Anita Clevenger
Photo

In Due Course, The Sale Opened, and
The Race For The Roses Was On!
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L-R: Pamela Temple, Judy Eitzen, Fred Boutin, Jeri Jennings
(Anita Clevenger Photos)

Selling Roses In The Rain,
and meeting friends . . .

Cold, Cold Hands Demand
“Little Hotties”

We sold A LOT of roses, and ended the long day tired, but still
laughing, and knowing we’d done
well.
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Beauty In The Rain
Sacramento Historic City Cemetery — Historic Rose Garden
“Florence Bowers Pink Tea”

“Phillips & Rix Cl. China”

“A garden is a lovesome thing, God wot;
Rose plot, fringed pool, Fern’d grot — ”
— Thomas Edward Brown (1830-1867)

Something I Love
I always see something
special on a visit to the
Sacramento Historic
City Cemetery. This
time, it was a rose I already know and grow,
and which I WISH was
in commerce.
Maybe we can get the
Cemetery folks to propagate “Schmidt’s

Smooth Yellow”
for NEXT year?

“Schmidt’s Smooth Yellow”
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Ever notice how your roses appear to
grow overnight?
Go outside while it's still
dark, before the sun begins peaking over the horizon to lighten the
sky.

Notice there may be some
dew, but not the "diamonds"
adorning the foliage serrations.
As the skies lighten, the plants begin transpiring increasingly greater amounts of sap, pushing it upward and allowing it to escape through
the stomata, the foliage "pores".
As the light increases and the sun eventually shines directly on the
foliage, the stomata close, stopping the sap flow, which pushes growth.
I've long consciously observed it with my roses, but hadn't noticed it
on many other plants. I'm sure it must function similarly, I simply hadn't
observed it.
While out studying the plants this morning, I noticed one of the iris
plants just received from Annie's Annuals had large droplets at its leaf
tips. It couldn't be dew as they are securely under the patio cover which
prevents any dew from setting on them. These droplets came from within the plants.
I love how they appear from the serrations on the rose foliage.
— Kim Rupert, April, 2017

“I come to the garden alone,
while the dew is still on the roses. . . ”
“In The Garden”
Hymn 314, United Methodist Hymnal; C. Austin Miles, 1913
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2007

“George Washington
Richardson”
Endures

As we were nearby, and as the
rain had ended, we decided to follow

our weekend at the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery with another
cemetery visit.
This time, our purpose was to check on one of our favorite Found
Roses . . . “George Washington Richardson” in the Capay Valley,
Yolo County.
Though nothing is at this point “proven” evidence is mounting
that “George Washington Richardson” is at the very least identical
to the Tea Rose we know as ‘Mlle. de Sombreuil’.
See: http://www.helpmefind.com/gardening/l.php?l=2.40215
That rose was found by Phillip Robinson in Santa Rosa, less
than 100 miles from the Esparto, CA cemetery where “George
Washington Richardson” grows.
Will we ever know for sure? Maybe. Maybe not. There it
stands.
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2007

The bush is in great health; the burrowing critters
at its roots are gone.

Few blooms have
opened, but it’s
covered with buds.

Though some
roses have
disappeared
since our last
visit to this
place, we can
see that
Northern
California’s
record-setting winter rainfall has done a lot to
save some of the most striking ones.
— Continued on Pg. 10
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“Crestline Mulberry”
Found Rose, Hybrid Perpetual; Kim Rupert, Crestline, CA, USA

See: http://www.helpmefind.com/rose/l.php?l=2.1371
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Purchase rare heirloom roses,
rare perennials, crafts, china, books, greeting cards, calendars,
honey, jam, jewelry, and clothing —
In a word: “EVERYTHING ROSEY!”
Tool sharpening on site.
Talks and demonstrations are scheduled.

FREE! Admission FREE!
!! Young Rose Enthusiasts Welcome !!
Children will receive a FREE rose plant Courtesy of HRGBA
(While supplies last!)

Food and Soft Drinks for sale.
For information,
call Kristina Osborn: (510) 542-7149
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“Old
Town
Novato”

One of the first roses you
encounter in books on Old
Roses is almost always the
sumptuous, fragrant ‘Mme.
Isaac Pereire.’
She certainly lives up to
all of the beautiful descriptions — but in much of Southern California, this venerable
Bourbon is very large, very
thorny, and not very diseaseresistant. To grow her well,
most of us must develop a
close relationship with our sprayer.
Thus, I was delighted, some years
ago, to make the acquaintance of a
Found rose which turns out to be an
excellent substitute for MIP — this
14

one a Hybrid Perpetual, rather than a Bourbon.
We planted our first bush of “Old Town Novato” next to our front
door. That has proven to be both a bad and a good choice. She doesn’t
get the sun there that she should have . . . But I’ve been able to supplement her water allotment with rinse water . . . She seems to like that, in
addition to frequent offerings of coffee grounds or old tea leaves.
But we loved her enough to buy two more plants — both from the
Sacramento Historic City Cemetery Open Garden sales. And it is undeniable that the greater amount of sunlight on the hillside suits her to a
“T”.
If you’re thinking about trying “Old Town Novato”, you don’t have
to wait until next year’s Open Garden. There are now two commercial
sources for this Hybrid Perpetual.
One is Burling Leong’s Burlington Rose Nursery, located in Visalia. Email Burling at: B2CROSE@aol.com — to check on availability.
I love to buy roses from Burling because they are always great
plants, impeccably shipped.
Another source — and I can’t say how overjoyed I am to see a few
new Old Rose nurseries appearing on the scent — is “A Reverence For
Roses.” See: www.areverenceforroses.com .Reverence is located in
Florida, along with a few other good nurseries. And they do have a
tempting selection

“She cast her fragrance and her
radiance over me. I ought never to have
run away from her...
I ought to have guessed all the affection
that lay behind her poor little stratagems.
Flowers are so inconsistent!
But I was too young
to know how to love her...”
― Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince
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‘Gloire Lyonnaise’
Hybrid Perpetual Rose; Bred by Jean-Baptiste André (fils) Guillot (18271893) (France, 1884). Bred by Pierre Guillot (1855-1918) (France, 1884).
Introduced in France by
Guillot/Roseraies Pierre Guillot in 1885 as 'Gloire Lyonnaise'.

This rose was collected a few years ago, as “La Dama Blanca”,
from a grave in the San Juan Bautista Campo Santo.
It knocked around in our Potted Rose area for a few years — and in
the meanwhile, Jill Perry was able to identify it — as there were already
two plants of it in the San Jose Heritage Rose Garden.
Jill tells us that one of the plants in the Heritage acts like a climber,
and the other like a large bush. Ours is finally in the ground, so we will
see what it wants to do for us.
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During its time with us, we have learned that in our coastal conditions, ‘Gloire Lyonnaise’ is resistant to rust and mildew.
We finally got some rain — at least more rain than we’ve had for
several years. That taught us that a few of our roses will blackspot in
wet conditons. ‘Gloire Lyonnaise’ was not among them.
The foliage is thick, and leathery, and quite clean — making a perfect background for the very large, slightly-lemon-tinged white blooms.
Her parentage is listed as: Baroness Rothschild × Madame Falcot,
but there appears to be some disagreement about that. Some authorities
apparently feel that it is really Captain Christy × Madame Falcot. I
have no preference. :-)

More important from our point of view is where can you buy
‘Gloire Lyonnaise’. I am disappointed to see only one source: Rogue
Valley Roses, in Oregon — at: www.roguevalleyroses.com .
One caution is — I don’t live where YOU live — but if your climate is not markedly different, this might be a good addition to your
garden. OH! And just in case you are an exhibitor? The large blooms
are carried on sturdy upright stems . . . So I suspect that ‘Gloire Lyonnaise’ would be dynamite on the exhibition table.

‘Gloire Lyonnaise’ and Jill Perry
In the San Juan Bautista Campo Santo
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“Secret Garden Musk Climber”
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